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Noe Moreno was exonerated on August 31, 2012, after 

pleading guilty in 2007 to Second Degree Murder and other 

charges related to the death of Roberto Casillas in an 

automobile accident. The prosecution alleged that Noe 

was both drunk and the driver of the vehicle in which Mr. 

Casillas was a backseat passenger, when in fact his brother 

was driving. 

During the crash, Noe’s upper body moved to the driver’s 

side of the vehicle, while his legs stayed on the 

passenger’s side. His brother’s did the reverse, with his 

upper body moving toward the passenger’s side and his 

legs remaining in the driver’s foot well, among the pedals.  

When emergency responders removed them from the 

vehicle, there was confusion about who was driving. 

Unfortunately, there was very little investigation done to 

resolve that issue, and Noe was arrested just a few hours 

after the crash. 

A team of Innocence Project volunteers—including Joshua 

Mayer, who continued working on the case following 

graduation—reviewed the case and persuaded Professor 

Newman and Professor Coleman to transfer it to the Wrongful Convictions Clinic. The Clinic 

built Noe’s case by reexamining the crash to determine whether Noe was the driver. In addition 

to tracing the route of confusion in the state’s own records, the Clinic received reports from 

two experts:  (1) a trauma surgeon, who assessed the injuries of the four occupants in the car, 

pinpointing where each was seated according to the injuries they received, and (2)  a collision 

analyst, who analyzed the collision dynamics and determined how the occupants would have 

moved inside the vehicle as a result of the crash and concluded that Noe was the passenger, not 

the driver. 

 The Clinic filed a Motion for Appropriate Relief in December of 2011, and a hearing was 

set for late October 2012.  In preparing for that hearing, the prosecutors consulted another 

accident reconstructionist, who reached the same conclusion as the Clinic’s experts.  Given 

that, the prosecutors expedited the hearing date, and Noe was exonerated in a hearing on 

August 31, 2012. 

Another description of the case can be found here: http://law.duke.edu/news/newman-

students-and-alums-persuade-judge-free-another-wrongful-convictions-clinic-client/ 
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Students with both the Duke Law Innocence Project and the 

Wrongful Convictions Clinic joined exonerees Scott Pierpoint, 

LaMonte Armstrong, and Noe Moreno for a Thanksgiving potluck 

meal. Professors Newman and Coleman planned the event as a way 

to celebrate all of the hard work students have put in for both 

organizations. 

In addition to enjoying a number of dishes prepared by students, 

exonerees appreciated the opportunity to talk personally with 

Innocence Project members. They were also presented with holiday 

cards signed by the attendees. 

Additional pictures of the event can be found here: http://

law.duke.edu/gallery/innocence-project-and-wrongful-convictions-

clinic-thanksgiving-potluck-nov-19-2012/ 
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LaMonte Armstrong at the 

Thanksgiving Potluck. 

Outreach Team Update  

Over the course of this past semester, the Outreach 

Team has visited both J.D. Clement High School and 

Carrboro High School to increase awareness about the 

existence and causes of wrongful convictions. As a 

result of the team’s presentation, students were 

exposed to important issues including eyewitness 

misidentification, false confessions, and potential 

problems with forensic evidence. The team also 

visited the Durham Youth Home in partnership with 

Street Law for the first time and hopes to continue to 

work with them. 

The Outreach Team has also spent time working on establishing the Coalition Against Wrongful 

Convictions, a new undergraduate affiliate organization. In November, the organization was 

unanimously approved by the Duke University Student Government. 

In addition to these activities, the Outreach Team has also operated the Duke Law Innocence 

Project’s Twitter profile (@Duke Innocence) and Facebook page (http://www.facebook.com/

dukelawinnocenceproject). If you have not already done so, please consider following these as 

they have a number of updates about the Innocence Project and about wrongful convictions in 

general. 

In the coming semester, the Outreach team hopes to continue to visit local schools and work 

with the Coalition Against Wrongful Convictions.  



The Policy Team is currently working on researching policy issues related to wrongful 

convictions in North Carolina. This coming semester, the team hopes to turn that research into 

a policy paper with the help of students from the Sanford School of Public Policy. 

In addition to the policy paper, the Policy Team will be planning the second North Carolina Law 

and Policy Symposium. This year’s symposium will focus on how student organizations can 

better engage with community groups and will be held at the University of North Carolina.  

The website for last year’s symposium can be found here: http://sites.duke.edu/

criminaljusticesymposium/ 

Pol icy  Team Update  

Reintegrat ion Team Update  

The Reintegration Team has provided a number of 

services for Duke Law’s four exonerees: LaMonte 

Armstrong, Shawn Massey, Noe Moreno, and Scott 

Pierpoint. The team stays in close touch with each 

exoneree and helps them secure the services that they 

need. Some of the more enjoyable tasks from this past 

semester included helping LaMonte Armstrong find a 

car within his price range—his first car since being 

exonerated—as well as helping him in his search for a 

digital camera. 

The Reintegration Team also planned a trip to the Polk 

Correctional Institution for Innocence Project members 

and hopes to organize fundraising events this coming semester. 

LaMonte Armstrong with his new car. 

Research Team Update  

The Research Team has been working on researching allegations of prosecutorial error in North 

Carolina. The team is currently in the process of reviewing hundreds of cases where an 

allegation of prosecutorial error was made to determine: 1) the type of error alleged, 2) 

whether the court found that the error occurred, and 3) whether the court found the error to 

be harmless or harmful. 

After reviewing the cases, the Research Team hopes to organize the information into some type 

of finished work product.  



Working together, the Duke Law Wrongful Convictions Clinic and Innocence Project recently 

prepared and filed a Motion for Appropriate Relief in a 37-year-old murder case from Wilson, 

North Carolina.  Charles Ray Finch, the man who was convicted of the murder in 1976, is a long-

time Duke Law client, who has steadfastly maintained his innocence from the beginning and 

finally has a chance to prove it.  Mr. Finch was sentenced to death for the murder on the very 

day that the U.S. Supreme Court ruled North Carolina’s death penalty statute at the time 

unconstitutional.  His sentence was then commuted to life.  It is almost a certainty that, but for 

that commutation, Mr. Finch would have been executed long ago – and he’s innocent.  For more 

on the story, see http://www.wilsontimes.com/News/Feature/Story/17330977----Miscarriage-of

-justice-  
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