
QUICK GUIDE: LONG-TERM SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION 
PROCEEDINGS 

 
**** Each of NC’s 115 school districts has its own procedures, so this timeline is generalized and may not 
apply to your district; read the particular school district’s policies and procedures before doing anything 

else. Some districts have only one hearing: before the School Board. **** 
 

 

10-DAY SUSPENSION BEGINS 
What to expect    What notice you should receive
1. Call from principal to parent  1. Should receive written notice 
2. Letter from school detailing   2. Notice should contain factual details  

     incident sent home        of incident 
3. Principal recommends long-  3. Notice should reference provisions of  
    term suspension or expulsion          Student Code allegedly violated 

PARENT REQUESTS HEARING 
• Must be in writing 
• Must be submitted 3-5 days after 10-day 

suspension begins 

DUE PROCESS HEARING 
• Should occur within 3-5 days of request for hearing 
• Parent should receive written decision within 2-5 days of hearing  
• (See attached sheet for what to look for at hearing and in written decision) 

INCIDENT 

Superintendent upholds recommendation; imposes 
long-term suspension. 

BOARD HEARING 
• Usually no new evidence allowed 
• Usually within 5-7 days of receipt of notice of appeal 

Board upholds superintendent’s decision. 
Parent has 30 days to appeal decision to 
superior court.  See N.C. Gen. Stat. 115C-
391(e), and 150B-42 through 150B-53. 

Superintendent rejects 
recommendation.  
Student goes back to 
school! 

Board overturns decision of  
superintendent. 
Student goes back to 
school! 

PARENT APPEALS DECISION 
• Must be in writing 
• Usually must be submitted 3-5 days 

after superintendent’s decision 

 
For more information, advice, and possible legal representation, you may contact: 
 Advocates for Children’s Services:  919-226-0052  (Statewide) 
 Duke Education Law Clinic: 919-613-7169 (Alamance, Caswell, Chatham, Durham,  
       Granville,Franklin, Orange, Person, Vance,  
       Wake, and Warren) 
 Council for Children’s Rights: 704-372-7961 (Greater Charlotte area) 
 
You may also contact your local Legal Aid office. 
 


