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“In a region where experts estimate the life expectancy of 
transgender women is only 30 to 35 years, Vicky Hernández did not 
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found shot in the eye on a street in Honduras, a slug of unknown 
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degollada-hallan-a-activista-trans-en-honduras/ 
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preliminary observations following an on-site visit to Honduras that 
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adequate State provisions for acts of discrimination committed by 
non-State actors, noting complaints of being denied or dismissed 
from employment due to gender identity or sexual orientation, acts of 
harassment and aggression by State officials and a lack of 
emergency shelters for people who suffer violent threats.” 
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Human Rights Watch, “My Life Passed Before My Eyes” Violence and 
Discrimination Against LGBT People in Honduras (November 2020), 
available at 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media 2021/03/My%20Life
%20Passed%20Before%20My%20Eyes.pdf 
 
“Our findings suggest that many LGBT Hondurans face violence 
and discrimination, including from state and non-state actors, 
that threaten their physical safety, limits their life choices, and in some 
cases leads them to flee their country.” 
 
“Of the 25 interviews with LGBT people in or from Honduras, eight 
recounted violations by state security agents . . . Four reported 
being sexually or physically assaulted, while others said the National or 
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Latin America Working Group Education Fund, Left in the Dark: 
Violence Against Women and LGBTI Persons in Honduras and El Salvador 
(March 7, 2018), available at https://www.lawg.org/wp-
content/uploads/storage/documents/Between Dangers Part 8.pdf 
 
“LGBTI persons in El Salvador and Honduras face discrimination 
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high levels of impunity, the majority of cases of violence against 
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citing alleged ‘police policy of frequent threats, arbitrary arrests, 
harassment, sexual abuse, discrimination, torture and cruel or 
degrading treatment.’” 
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PBI Honduras, We are not demanding new or special rights. We just want our 
human rights that have already been recognized to be respected (December 10, 
2018), available at https://pbi-honduras.org/news/2019-12/we-are-
not-demanding-new-or-special-rights-we-just-want-our-human-rights-
have-already 
 
“LGBTIQ+ organisations <sic> frequently report that the 
perpetrators are members of the state security forces.” 
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Frances Robles, 'They call it social cleansing': a court's decision would force 
Honduras to better protect trans people, NYTimes (April 29, 2021), available 
at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/29/world/americas/honduras-
transgender-rights.html 
 
“Hernández, a sex worker, was found dead after a night in which, due 
to a strict curfew, no one other than police and military authorities 
were supposed to roam the streets. That moment is considered critical, 
because it suggests that what might normally be dismissed as just 
another death in one of the most dangerous cities in one of the most 
dangerous countries in the world could have been something else: an 
extrajudicial killing. The government has denied that its security forces 
played any role but, for many, the circumstances raised strong 
suspicions that whoever was linked to Hernández's death was in 
uniform.” 
 
“Krishna Flores, 24, a transgender sex worker in Tegucigalpa, the 
capital, said she has already been attacked twice this year. The police 
officers cut her hair, burned her makeup and her purse, and fired 
tear gas at her. Finally, she said, she ran to the home of a person she 
didn't know, seeking safety.” 
 
“Flores said it is normal to have rocks, bags of water, rags and 
eggs thrown at her from moving cars. They tell her that she is a 
shame to society. In January, officers ripped out her hair extensions 
and shaved her head.” 
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PBI Honduras, The Access to Justice Board, against discrimination 
and impunity (March 2021), available at https://pbi-
honduras.org/news/2021-05/access-justice-board-against-
discrimination-and-impunity 
 
“High levels of impunity add to the difficulty of reporting hate 
crimes. Over half of attacks against LGBTQI+ individuals in 
Honduras are committed by police officers: “Could you imagine 
going to the police to denounce the police?”, they ask.” 
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Reportar sin Miedo, Trans women in Honduras: Discrimination, prejudice and 
exclusion (December 3, 2021), available at 
https://reportarsinmiedo.org/2021/12/03/discriminacion-prejuicios-
y-exclusion-los-obstaculos-para-el-acceso-al-trabajo-de-las-mujeres-
trans-en-honduras/ 
 
"Who really is the main player in all the damage that is being done to 
the trans women's community?," asks Thalía. "It is the State itself," she 
replies. "The one that says that it is watching over and protecting us is 
the one that is killing us, the one that is hurting us." 
 
“Recently, the current head of state himself, Juan Orlando Hernández, 
has taken up the anti-rights flag by calling the defenders of the rights 
of women and of LGTBIQ+ populations ‘enemies of the state and of 
independence.’” 
 
“Thus, gender and sexual identity is linked to the concept of freedom, 
the right to privacy and the possibility of every human being to 
exercise self-determination and freely choose the options and 
circumstances that give meaning to their existence. In this sense, the 
recognition of gender identity by the State is of vital importance to 
guarantee the full enjoyment of the human rights of trans persons, 
including protection from violence, torture, and ill-treatment.” 
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  The laws and policies of Honduras deny fundamental rights to 
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U.S. Department of State, Honduras 2022 Human Rights Report (February 
2023), available at 
https://www.state.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2023/02/415610 HONDURAS-2022-HUMAN-
RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf 
 

“The law criminalizes discrimination based on sexual orientation and 

gender identity characteristics and includes crimes committed against 

individuals because of their sexual orientation or gender identity as 

aggravating circumstances to increase penalties for criminal offenses. 

Nevertheless, discrimination against LGBTQI+ persons 

throughout society persisted. As of August, CONADEH received 

25 reports of discrimination based on sexual orientation.” 

 

“Same-sex couples and households headed by same-sex couples are 

not eligible for the same legal protections available to opposite-sex 

married couples.” 
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“LGBTQI+ rights groups asserted that government agencies and 

private employers engaged in discriminatory hiring practices.” 
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Human Rights Watch, World Report 2024: Honduras, available at 
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-
chapters/honduras#e81181 
 
“Honduras has failed to comply with key measures ordered by the 
Inter-American Court of Human Rights in 2021 in response to the 
killing of Vicky Hernández, a transgender woman, during the 2009 
military coup. Among other requirements, the ruling ordered the 
creation of a protocol for criminal investigations in cases motivated by 
anti-LGBT bias and a procedure through which trans people could 
change their name and gender on official documents to reflect 
their gender identity. No such protocol or procedure had been 
established as of October.” 
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Peace Brigades International UK, The fight for LGBT rights in Honduras 
continues (May 17, 2023), available at 
https://peacebrigades.org.uk/news/the-fight-for-lgbt-rights-in-
honduras-continues 
 
“On 28 April 2023, the Inter-American Commission [noted] the 
absence of adequate State provisions for acts of discrimination 
committed by non-State actors.” 
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RFK Human Rights, We Demand Justice for the Murder of Trans Activist 
Thalía Rodríguez in Honduras (January 11, 2022), available at 
https://rfkhumanrights.org/justice-for-thal%C3%ADa-
rodr%C3%ADguez  
 
“Honduras is a hostile and dangerous country for LGBTI people, and 
the State still has not adopted effective measures to address this 
reality.” 
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Freedom House, Honduras (April 21, 2022), available at 
https://freedomhouse.org/country/honduras/freedom-world/2022 
 
“Same-sex marriage remains illegal in Honduras. In 2019, a law 
came into force banning same-sex couples from adopting children 
despite the objection of activists, who called the bill superfluous and 
discriminatory.” 
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Human Rights Watch, “My Life Passed Before My Eyes” Violence and 
Discrimination Against LGBT People in Honduras (November 2020), 
available at 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media 2021/03/My%20Life
%20Passed%20Before%20My%20Eyes.pdf 
 
“Transgender people are made particularly vulnerable by the lack of 
legislation providing for an administrative procedure to modify 
the sex marker on their official identification documents.”   
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Q 

Human Rights Watch, Every Day I live in Fear (December 10, 2018), 
available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/10/07/every-day-i-live-
fear/violence-and-discrimination-against-lgbt-people-el-salvador 
 
“The absence of legal gender recognition in . . . Honduras means 
that every time a transgender person is required to present an 
identification document, they risk being subjected to humiliation, 
discrimination, and even violence.” 

 
 
 
 
 

241 

 
R 

Amnesty International, Equal rights should be guaranteed, not up for 
discussion (December 10, 2018), available at 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/12/equal-rights-
should-be-guaranteed-not-up-for-discussion/ 
 
“The Honduran Constitution prohibits marriage and civil 
partnership between people of the same sex.” 
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S 

Human Rights Watch, Honduras: Attack on Reproductive Rights, Marriage 
Equality (January 23, 2021), available at 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/23/honduras-attack-
reproductive-rights-marriage-equality 
 
“Honduras also bans same-sex marriage. The 2005 constitutional 
amendment prohibits recognizing marriage between people of the 
same sex, including same-sex marriages contracted in other countries. 
Honduras also bans adoption by same-sex couples.” 

“By seeking to permanently and comprehensively block any possibility 
of accessing marriage for same-sex couples, the Honduran Congress 
is entrenching state-sponsored homophobia,” said Cristian 
González Cabrera, Americas lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) rights researcher at Human Rights Watch.” 
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Y 
 

Reportar sin Miedo, Trans women in Honduras: Discrimination, prejudice and 
exclusion (December 3, 2021), available at 
https://reportarsinmiedo.org/2021/12/03/discriminacion-prejuicios-
y-exclusion-los-obstaculos-para-el-acceso-al-trabajo-de-las-mujeres-
trans-en-honduras/ 
 
“The experience is traumatic because they do not have an 
identity document that matches their self-perceived identity, 
according to a study by Visibles and Cristosal.” 
 
“Vicky did not have the opportunity to reflect her gender identity and 
her chosen name on her identity card, in accordance with her self-
perceived gender, and this lack of recognition may have fostered a 
form of discrimination and social exclusion for expressing that 
identity.” 
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“The identity document that Amelian Zerón, Lucía Valladares, and 
Thalía Rodríguez carry in their wallets does not reflect who they are 
now. The State forces them to appear with their original name and 
without their appearance as women. ‘Due to the lack of a gender 
identity law, I feel limited, powerless,’ says Thalía.” 

 
 

471-472 

 

 
Tab Item Page No. 

  State authorities in Honduras are unwilling and unable to control 
violence against LGBT individuals. They often fail to investigate 

crimes, do not hold persecutors accountable, and exhibit 
indifference towards LGBT victims. 

  

 
D 

International Rescue Committee, LGBTQ+ persons in Honduras: 
discrimination impacts mental health and livelihoods, IRC warns (June 22, 
2023), available at https://www.rescue.org/press-release/lgbtq-persons-
honduras-discrimination-impacts-mental-health-and-livelihoods-irc-
warns 
 
“The CONADEH, Honduras’s National Human Rights Office, 
reported that almost 90% of crimes against LGBTQ+ persons go 
unpunished.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

40 
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RFK Human Rights, We Demand Justice for the Murder of Trans Activist 
Thalía Rodríguez in Honduras (January 11, 2022), available at 
https://rfkhumanrights.org/justice-for-thal%C3%ADa-
rodr%C3%ADguez  
 
“The murders of LGBTI people are not investigated by the 
authorities, and as a consequence most of the cases remain in total 
impunity.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

49 

 
J 

Human Rights Watch, “My Life Passed Before My Eyes” Violence and 
Discrimination Against LGBT People in Honduras (November 2020), 
available at 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media 2021/03/My%20Life
%20Passed%20Before%20My%20Eyes.pdf 
 
“And while almost all victims of violence in Honduras face challenges 
obtaining redress in the face of fragile institutions, corruption, and the 
violence of organized criminal organizations, LGBT victims with 
whom HRW spoke noted additional barriers in the form of stigma 
and discrimination from the police, other law enforcement 
agents, and judicial institutions who are charged with keeping 
them safe.” 
 
“LGBT people reported stigma and discrimination from police officers 
when they attempted to report crimes, deterring some from 
reporting at all.” 
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“A judge informed Human Rights Watch of a case in which a trans 
woman was raped by her fellow detainees with the complicity of the 
guards. The judge said she had informed prosecutors when she 
became aware of the case, but that they did not investigate.” 
 
“A 25-year-old trans woman said that when she was 20 years old, a 
group of market vendors cursed at [her] and her friends, threw fruit 
and water at them, and said “people like them” should not exist. Four 
military police officers were nearby and [she] and her friends asked 
for help, but instead of helping them, one of the officers said, 
“God made woman for man, and man for woman.” 
 
“In October 2017, as [a trans woman] was leaving work, a man got out 
of a car, shot her in the knee, and left without saying anything. After 
she recovered, she again filed a complaint. None of the complaints 
have resulted in investigations or arrests.” 
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M 

Index on Censorship, Rainbow warriors (April 2016), available at 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0306422016643026 
 
“Dozens of LGBT Hondurans are murdered each year, with few of 
the killers brought to justice.” 
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N 

PBI Honduras, We are not demanding new or special rights. We just want our 
human rights that have already been recognized to be respected (December 10, 
2018), available at https://pbi-honduras.org/news/2019-12/we-are-
not-demanding-new-or-special-rights-we-just-want-our-human-rights-
have-already 
 
“In Honduras, impunity rates are higher than 90%, and in the 
case of attacks against the LGBTIQ + community, this 
percentage exceeds 95%.” 
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P 

Frances Robles, 'They call it social cleansing': a court's decision would force 
Honduras to better protect trans people, NYTimes (April 29, 2021), available 
at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/29/world/americas/honduras-
transgender-rights.html 
 
“Twelve years later [after her murder], investigators still have not run 
forensic tests on that evidence. It is still not clear whether the 
authorities ever performed an autopsy.” 
 
“Cattrachas, the organization that helped bring the Vicky Hernández 
lawsuit, has logged 119 killings of transgender people since the 2009 
coup. “There is a pattern in all of these cases: They are all shot in the 
head, there were no autopsies and no investigation,” said Indyra 
Mendoza, the founder of Cattrachas.” 
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Q 

Human Rights Watch, Every Day I live in Fear (December 10, 2018), 
available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/10/07/every-day-i-live-
fear/violence-and-discrimination-against-lgbt-people-el-salvador 
 
“When it comes to protection against crime, the governments of El 
Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras have failed to curb gang violence 
against the population in general, but LGBT people may face an 
additional barrier to protection: in all three countries, LGBT people 
reported stigma and discrimination from police officers when they 
attempted to report crimes, deterring some LGBT crime victims 
from reporting at all.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

240 

 
T 

PBI Honduras, The Access to Justice Board, against discrimination 
and impunity (March 2021), available at https://pbi-
honduras.org/news/2021-05/access-justice-board-against-
discrimination-and-impunity 
 
“[O]nly 29 of the 150 hate crimes committed over the last five years 
have been prosecuted. ‘These levels of impunity indirectly 
contribute to the collective perception that violence and 
discrimination against the LGBTI population are accepted by 
the State and its officials.’” 
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Y 
 

Reportar sin Miedo, Trans women in Honduras: Discrimination, prejudice and 
exclusion (December 3, 2021), available at 
https://reportarsinmiedo.org/2021/12/03/discriminacion-prejuicios-
y-exclusion-los-obstaculos-para-el-acceso-al-trabajo-de-las-mujeres-
trans-en-honduras/ 
 
“If we take into account that since 2009, the year of the coup, 390 
LGBTQ+ persons have died violently in Honduras, it turns out 
that only about 30 culprits have been punished.” 
 
“The forensic authorities refused to perform the autopsy report on the 
pretext of assuming that she was HIV positive.” 
 
“It should be mentioned that the Honduran Judiciary has a Statistics 
Unit at its disposal. However, concerning the LGBTI community, the 
database does not have a specific variable that reflects crimes or cases 
of discrimination against these vulnerable groups, but the generalized 
data of murdered women and men are included.” 
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Reportar Sin Miedo, More LGBTI deaths: transgender activist found in 
Honduras (April 5, 2021), available at 
https://reportarsinmiedo.org/2021/04/05/mas-muertes-lgbti-
degollada-hallan-a-activista-trans-en-honduras/ 
 
“Despite having achieved inclusion in the new Criminal Code about 
the aggravating factor of violence based on sexual orientation, 
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expression, and gender identity, no sentence of this country has taken 
it into account.” 

 
 

Tab Item Page No. 

  The transgender community is socially distinct within the 
Honduran society.  

  

 
A 

U.S. Department of State, Honduras 2022 Human Rights Report (February 
2023), available at 
https://www.state.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2023/02/415610 HONDURAS-2022-HUMAN-
RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf 
 
“Transgender women were particularly vulnerable to employment 
and education discrimination; many could find employment only as sex 
workers, increasing their vulnerability to violence and extortion.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

 
E 

Peace Brigades International UK, The fight for LGBT rights in Honduras 
continues (May 17, 2023), available at 
https://peacebrigades.org.uk/news/the-fight-for-lgbt-rights-in-
honduras-continues 
 
“Honduras continues to be a perilous country for LGBT people due to 
the severe stigma around sexual orientation and gender identity. The 
OHCHR has attributed the intensified vulnerability of LGBT people in 
Honduras to intolerant religious trends that impose morals based on 
heteronormativity and binary identity.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

44 
 

 

 
G 

Valeria Negron, HRW criticizes Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala for anti-
LGBT persecution, Jurist (October 9, 2020), available at 
https://www.jurist.org/news/2020/10/hrw-criticizes-honduras-el-
salvador-guatemala-for-anti-lgbt-persecution/ 
 
“HRW believes many LGBT individuals, especially transwomen, are 
living in poverty because of familial rejection and discrimination that 
led them to weak academic and financial success.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

53 

 
I 

Organization for Refuge, Asylum, and Migration, Country of Origin 
Report: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and Expression in Honduras 
(June 30, 2020), available at 
https://www.oramrefugee.org/post/country-of-origin-report-sexual-
orientation-and-gender-identity-and-expression-in-honduras-oram 
 
“Honduras remains a deeply homophobic and transphobic country.” 
 
“In Latin America specifically, studies have shown that countries with 
higher levels of economic development coincide with higher levels of 
education, industrialization, and support for same-sex marriage. A 2018 
poll conducted by CID Gallup revealed 75% of Hondurans reject 

 
 
 
 
 

 
94 
 
 
 

94 
 
 



   
 

  

 
TOC-18 

the idea of legalizing same-sex marriage, with only 17% approving 
of extending marriage rights.” 
 
“According to human rights defender Indryna Mendoza, religious 
fundamentalists closed doors for the LGBT community in Honduras 
and continue to actively preach against them. . . . While the influence 
of religious institutions over the public’s opinion is difficult to quantify, 
74% of Hondurans who are not religious oppose same-sex 
marriage, showing that anti-LGBT sentiment is not strictly associated 
with religion. Religious institutions build upon a foundation of negative 
sentiment surrounding the LGBT community, bringing it to the 
forefront of the nation’s attention with vocal opposition to any 
progress in the LGBT movement.” 
 
“LGBT individuals are targeted differently depending on their sexual 
orientation or gender identity. Transgender women and gay men are 
disproportionately at risk.” 
 
“With over 75% of reported attacks on transgender individuals 
taking place in public settings, the Honduran public has implicitly 
signaled its approval of harassment and discrimination towards the 
LGBT community.” 
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100 

 
J 

Human Rights Watch, “My Life Passed Before My Eyes” Violence and 
Discrimination Against LGBT People in Honduras (November 2020), 
available at 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media 2021/03/My%20Life
%20Passed%20Before%20My%20Eyes.pdf 
 
“Honduras, by some estimates, has the highest rate of murders of 
transgender people in the world. Violence against transgender 
women in some parts of Latin America is of such significant 
magnitude that activists have coined the term ‘transfemicide’ or 
‘transfeminicide,’ referring to the murder of trans women because of 
their gender, as female, and gender identity as trans women. The term 
acknowledges the intersectional violence and discrimination that trans 
women face under patriarchal social structures built around rigid 
gender norms and roles.” 
 
“LGBT Hondurans face an array of obstacles in life that limit their 
opportunities and can prevent them from flourishing. These include 
family rejection, bullying and other forms of discrimination in 
school, and employment discrimination on the grounds of gender 
identity or sexual orientation. . . . Their perceived difference 
rendered them vulnerable to bullying and abuse.” 
 
“Seven interviewees told Human Rights Watch that they had 
experienced bullying and discrimination in educational settings. They 
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described being targeted by peers, teachers, and administrators. 
Some said that they felt compelled to leave school as a result, 
reducing their life chances and placing them on a path to heightened 
economic insecurity, exacerbated by discrimination in the labor 
market.” 
 
“Interviewees described school as an unsafe space, especially for 
those who are visibly gender non-conforming. For two trans 
people interviewed by Human Rights Watch, pervasive bullying led 
them to drop out of school.” 
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156 

 
P 

Frances Robles, 'They call it social cleansing': a court's decision would force 
Honduras to better protect trans people, NYTimes (April 29, 2021), available 
at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/29/world/americas/honduras-
transgender-rights.html 
 
“Transgender women in Honduras say they are constantly 
harassed, beaten and even killed, and that the violence is often 
perpetrated by law enforcement. ‘They call it social cleansing,’ said 
Claudia Spellmant, a transgender activist who fled the country in 2013 
after suffering repeated attacks and now lives in New York. ‘They 
don't want to see trans people on the street.’” 
 
“Rosa Seaman, Honduras' deputy secretary of human rights, said ... 
‘Trans women are the most discriminated against and are most 
frequently victims of crimes and lose their lives.’” 
 
“Data collected by human rights organizations shows that Honduras 
has the highest rate of murders of transgender and other gender 
diverse people in the world, with Brazil and Mexico close behind.” 
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Human Rights Watch, Every Day I live in Fear (October 7, 2020), 
available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/10/07/every-day-i-live-
fear/violence-and-discrimination-against-lgbt-people-el-salvador 
 
“LGBT people in the Northern Triangle straddle various economic 
strata, but some, especially those who are trans and gender non-
conforming, are pushed into the social and economic margins by 
a lifetime of discrimination. This systemic marginalization often 
begins with rejection and abuse by families: as documented in the 
following chapters, LGBT people from all three countries told Human 
Rights Watch of parents and other family members physically 
assaulting them and expelling them from their homes.” 
 
“Negative experiences in the family, at school, and during 
everyday interactions on the streets and in public 
accommodations contribute to the stigma and discrimination 
experienced by LGBT people in Honduras.” 
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X 

ReliefWeb, Breaking the stigma around HIV/AIDS in San Pedro Sula 
(December 1, 2023), available at 
https://reliefweb.int/report/honduras/breaking-stigma-around-
hivaids-san-pedro-sula 
 
“Isabela, a young trans woman who regularly attends psychological 
therapy sessions with MSF, described being mistreated by various 
health professionals during her gender transition process. ‘I could 
afford to see psychologists but I was discriminated against, both 
emotionally and physically,’ she said. ‘It wasn’t just the comments and 
insults. My psychiatrist would forget my name and my pronouns, or 
she would introduce the subject of religion, or she would relate my 
depression to who I am, saying that my mental health situation 
was related to wanting to be a trans woman.’” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

443 
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Reportar sin Miedo, Trans women in Honduras: Discrimination, prejudice and 
exclusion (December 3, 2021), available at 
https://reportarsinmiedo.org/2021/12/03/discriminacion-prejuicios-
y-exclusion-los-obstaculos-para-el-acceso-al-trabajo-de-las-mujeres-
trans-en-honduras/ 
 
“Thalía expresses that the power belongs to others, to the elites: the 
political and business class, including the religious class, which 
turns citizens against the LGBTIQ+ community of Honduras 
and marginalizes it.” 
 
“This pattern pointed out by the IACHR is repeated in Honduras, 
where the majority of trans women cannot find employment and 
are forced to engage in sex work, according to interviews conducted. 
Companies do not even interview them.” 
 
“The obstacles faced by Daryana and Thalía encompass trans women 
of all ages. Young women with gender expressions outside of 
heteronormativity are the most vulnerable because they suffer 
verbal, physical and psychological violence.” 
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Tab Item Page No. 

  High levels of violence force LGBTQ individuals to flee; internal 
relocation within Honduras is neither safe nor reasonable.   

  

 
C 

Washington Blade, Transgender woman deported from U.S. murdered in 
Honduras (October 20, 2022), available at 
https://www.washingtonblade.com/2022/10/20/transgender-
woman-deported-from-u-s-murdered-in-honduras/ 
 
“Vice President Kamala Harris is among the U.S. officials who have 
acknowledged anti-LGBTQ . . . violence are among the factors that 
prompt Hondurans . . . to leave their countr[y[.” 
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D 

International Rescue Committee, LGBTQ+ persons in Honduras: 

discrimination impacts mental health and livelihoods, IRC warns 

(June 22, 2023), available at https://www.rescue.org/press-

release/lgbtq-persons-honduras-discrimination-impacts-mental-

health-and-livelihoods-irc-warns 

“IRC data revealed that 50% of safe space users were forced to leave 
their homes due to violence because of their identity, and 40% live 
away from their family due to discrimination.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 
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Peace Brigades International UK, The fight for LGBT rights in Honduras 
continues (May 17, 2023), available at 
https://peacebrigades.org.uk/news/the-fight-for-lgbt-rights-in-
honduras-continues 

“Due to societal marginalisation, exclusion and abuse, many trans 
women leave Honduras together in caravans, forced to flee their 
homes with the hope of one day living free from fear.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

45 
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Valeria Negron, HRW criticizes Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala for anti-
LGBT persecution, Jurist (October 9, 2020), available at 
https://www.jurist.org/news/2020/10/hrw-criticizes-honduras-el-
salvador-guatemala-for-anti-lgbt-persecution/ 
 
“Hate crimes against LGBT people are all too common in these Latin 
American countries known as the Northern Triangle. The study 
included interviews with 116 LGBT individuals from the Northern 
Triangle, in addition to 93 government officials, journalists and non-
government officials. It found that they face high levels of violence 
and persecution on the basis of their sexual orientation and gender 
identity. This has led to a mass exodus in the form of caravans of 
asylum seekers coming to the US-Mexico border.” 
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UNHCR The UN Refugee Agency, I’m not going to hide what I am anymore 
(May 17, 2021), available at https://www.unhcr.org/en-
us/news/stories/2021/5/60a259b24/im-hide-anymore.html 
 
“In Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala, LGBTIQ+ people face 
a great deal of generalized homophobia and transphobia. This 
can be from the churches, from the authorities and particularly from 
their families …. This experience of cumulative discrimination can 
make their lives intolerable and follow them into exile.” 
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Frances Robles, 'They call it social cleansing': a court's decision would force 
Honduras to better protect trans people, NYTimes (April 29, 2021), available 
at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/29/world/americas/honduras-
transgender-rights.html 
 
Honduras exists “in a region where many countries remain hostile 
toward transgender people.” 
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“Nearly 500 transgender women were killed in Latin America 
from 2014 to 2019, according to Sin Violencia LGBTI, a regional 
information network.” 

 
209 

 
R 

Amnesty International, Equal rights should be guaranteed, not up for 
discussion (December 10, 2018), available at 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/12/equal-rights-
should-be-guaranteed-not-up-for-discussion/ 
 
“In Honduras, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex 
(LGBTI) people live in fear. They frequently suffer attacks, 
stigmatization and discrimination on the basis of their sexual 
orientation (to whom they are attracted) and/or their gender identity 
(how they identify, irrespective of their biological sex), to the point 
that they are forced to flee their country.” 
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Reportar Sin Miedo, More LGBTI deaths: transgender activist found in 
Honduras (April 5, 2021), available at 
https://reportarsinmiedo.org/2021/04/05/mas-muertes-lgbti-
degollada-hallan-a-activista-trans-en-honduras/ 
 
“In mid-January [2021], more than 300 persons of sexual diversity 
from Honduras fled in the first migrant caravan heading to the United 
States.” 
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