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IT WAS EASY TO SPOT Morgan 
Varner’s law school classmates at 

their 45th reunion last April: Many 
of them were sporting “Duke blue” 
neckties or scarves emblazoned with 
Duke Law shields laid out in a criss-
cross pattern and the embroidered 
legend, “The Great Class of 1966.”

“I thought we ought to have a symbol of our 
class pride and our class ” Varner 
says of his gift to his classmates. “I think ours is a 
really amazing class, but we’re scattered. About the 
only time we get to see one another is at reunions.” 
A partner at Stites Harbison in Atlanta, Varner 
reached out to his classmates in advance of their 
reunion, both to encourage their attendance and as 
chair of their Class Gift Committee; their gifts and 
pledges to the Annual Fund totaled $299,000 — a 
record for a 45th reunion year — and $837,000 to 
all Duke Law funds.  

K. Morgan Varner III ’66 



Volunteers make a difference
Among the most energizing and rewarding parts of my life since graduating 33 years 
ago has been volunteering at Duke Law School. There really is no better way to stay 
young at heart than remaining involved with a school at which you thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience. And virtually every Duke Law graduate I know loved their experience, 
the people they interacted with, and the doors the Law School opened.

Your knowledge, expertise, and position in your community are tremendous assets that 
can benefit the Duke Law community. There are so many ways you can help — whether 
you are a recent graduate looking to build upon connections made as a student or a 
seasoned alumnus seeking new ways to continue your relationship with Duke. You can 
enrich your life and career by building a relationship with Duke Law School — and con-

necting with a global community of more than 9,000 alumni who 
work in every area of practice, the judiciary, business, government, 
and civil society. One of the most rewarding aspects of my law 
practice is engaging with many other Duke alumni as co-counsel, 
clients, or judges across the country and around the globe. 

Even if your ability to volunteer may be limited by family and 
work obligations and local commitments, a little time can go a 
long way towards strengthening the school and providing you 
with invaluable opportunities to engage and serve.

There are countless ways to engage: attending reunions and 
regional events; exchanging ideas about legal issues and practice 
trends with the faculty in your practice area; providing summer 
internship opportunities to students; interviewing and hiring 
graduates and summer associates; serving as a mentor to cur-

rent students and recent graduates; coaching a moot court team or judging a moot court 
competition; submitting course ideas to the dean; promoting student clerkships with 
your local judiciary; joining your local alumni club; returning to Duke to speak with 
students about your career; becoming a class agent; and certainly supporting the Law 
School’s efforts with an annual philanthropic contribution of any amount. The school 
will benefit from and appreciate gifts of any size; they are a way of acknowledging that, 
yes, Duke Law School has done so much for us. 

 I know you’ll find your participation to be mutually beneficial. By reconnecting, you 
avail yourself of an amazing professional and personal network. Even though you may 
have left the Law School years ago, it’s never too late to make an impact.

I invite you to join me in making a difference. I can assure you that whatever time 
or treasure you are able to give, you will gain much more back in how you feel, who you 
meet and reconnect with, and what you are able to accomplish for Duke. Volunteering 
makes a difference — for Duke Law School but also for ourselves. 

To discuss how you can make a difference, please contact Anna Walker in the school’s 
Alumni & Development Office at (919) 613-7214 or email walker@law.duke.edu. 

Sincerely,

 
David W. Ichel ’78
Chairman, Duke Law Board of Visitors

New members of the 
Board of Visitors

New members of the
Law Alumni Association

New members of LAA, 
New Lawyers Division

Sincerely,

David W. Ichel ’78

DUKE LAW ADVOCATE



FY11 GIVING IN REVIEW

Funds supported by your giftsDuke Law School Annual Fund

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
(GOAL)

Cash gifts:

$6,760,323

New pledges: 

$10,683,023

Cash gift by source

Join the Barrister Donor SocietyClass of 2011 Gift Campaign



SUPPORTING FACULTY

A $1.25 MILLION GIFT from Jeffrey P. Hughes ’65 and 
 Bettysue C. Hughes WC’65 will create a new faculty chair  

at Duke Law School.
The couple’s gift to establish the Jeffrey and Bettysue Hughes 

Professorship is being matched by funds from The Stanley A. Star 
Matching Gift Fund (the “Star Challenge Fund”). The combined 
endowment will further Dean David F. Levi’s goal of adding lead-
ing scholars to the faculty. 

Jeff Hughes is succinct in explaining why he and his wife made 
their gift. “It’s easy. David asked and the ability to maximize our 
gift using Stanley’s challenge fund was appealing,” he said. 

Hughes, vice chairman of The Cypress Group, said that he and his 
wife share Levi’s interest in motivating other alumni to take advantage 
of maximizing their gifts through the Star Challenge Fund. “David 
very much wants to get this done, and I’m glad to help him.”

“Jeff and Bettysue Hughes understand that what makes Duke 
Law School one of the great law schools in the world is the strength 
of its faculty,” said Levi. “Their gift will help us maintain and deepen 
this remarkable group of scholars and teachers in the years to come. 
The Hughes’ leadership, and that of the Stars, helps us to continue 
making a difference to the legal profession, our society, our under-
standing of law, and our students. It is wonderful to have this gener-
ous and forward looking gift as we try to reach our full potential as a 
still young institution of higher learning.” 

Jeff Hughes practiced at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett after his 
Duke Law graduation. He joined Lehman Brothers in 1968 and 
became a partner in 1976. He launched the firm’s private-financing 
department, led early leveraged buyout financings, and had senior 
investment-banking coverage responsibilities for industrial, ener-
gy, and consumer-product companies. A member of Lehman 
Brothers’ investment committee, he was head of the finan-
cial institutions group. He helped found The Cypress 
Group, a private equity firm, in 1994.

Bettysue Cameron Hughes graduated from the Duke 
Women’s College in 1965.  She taught in the private 
schools of New York City before retiring to raise two sons. 
She has continued her involvement in Early Childhood 
Development through various volunteer activities. 

The Hughes’ gift to endow a chair in law is the latest 
in the couple’s long history of philanthropy and service 
to Duke Law School. They are members of the Lanty 
L. Smith Society, which recognizes alumni and 
friends whose cumulative support of the 
Law School is $1 million or more. 
Jeff, a life member of the Law 
School’s Board of Visitors 

and a past chairman of the Global Capital Markets Center, served 
as chair of the Campaign for Duke Law School in the late 1990s. 
He received the Law School’s Charles S. Rhyne Award in 2010 in 
recognition of his career achievements, as well as his commitment 
to education, professionalism, and public service in New York and 
elsewhere.

The Star Challenge Fund was established in late-2010 by Stanley 
A. Star ’61 and Elizabeth Star as the centerpiece of a matching gift 
initiative designed to inspire alumni and friends to establish four 
new faculty positions at the Law School. 

The Law School’s associate dean for Alumni & Development, Jeff 
Coates, said, “The impact of providing gifts to establish faculty positions 
is transformative. We are deeply appreciative of the Hughes’ and Stars’ 
generosity. They have come together to create something that will benefit 
our Law School’s faculty and students for decades to come.” 
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Hughes gift establishes endowed chair
A $1.25 million gift from Jeffrey P. Hughes ’65 and Bettysue C. Hughes WC’65  
will create a new faculty chair at Duke Law School



SUPPORTING STUDENTS

SPEAKING WITH SURVIVORS OF A BRUTAL Cambodian 
communist regime about the atrocities they had experienced, 

Tatiana Sainati ’13 knew her work was making a difference. 
Sainati completed an internship this summer as a legal associ-

ate with the Documentation Center of Cambodia, sponsored by the 
Law School’s Steckley-Weitzel Fellowship and the Public Interest 
Law Foundation (PILF). 

“I spoke with them about the meaning of justice and what they 
hoped to see happen at the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts 
of Cambodia in order to feel that justice had been meted out to 
those responsible for the Khmer Rouge’s atrocities,” Sainati said. 
“What was striking to me was the faith that both had in the work of 
the court — their belief that the legal system, which had been total-
ly shattered and was still being rebuilt, with strong support from 
the international community and the U.N., could deliver justice.”

Thanks in large part to the generous support of alumni and 
friends, 101 public interest employment fellowships were awarded 
to Duke Law Students in 2011. 

“Many summer internship opportunities in public interest law 
are low-paid or unpaid, and so students rely on the support of PILF, 
donor-sponsored fellowships, and Dean’s Summer Service Grants 
in order to take advantage of the significant opportunities afforded 
by public interest law summer internships,” said Kim Bart ’02, 
assistant dean of Public Interest and Pro Bono. “The Law School’s 
summer-funding programs provide a means for students to engage 
in meaningful public interest law work to expand their skills and 
gain invaluable law practice experience, while also serving their 
communities through public service.”

The work that Haley Warden ’13 did as an intern with the 
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network in Washington, D.C., hit 
particularly close to home. Her partner is a United States Air Force 
veteran who was affected by “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

“Issues of equality in the military were something I was very aware 
of on a personal level,” said Warden, who was honored as a “Summer 
Stand-out” in Equal Justice Works’ Summer Corps program.

Warden spent much of her summer researching the benefits 
available to families of gay and lesbian service members and com-
piling a summary of benefits and how they can be accessed. She 

also worked with clients who has been discharged from the military 
under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

“It was really fulfilling and a fantastic opportunity,” said Warden, 
whose internship was sponsored by the Burdman Fellowship 
endowment and PILF. “I’m hoping eventually to work at a nonprofit 
or at a firm with strong emphasis in pro bono work and use my 
experience as training ground.”

Mark Fishman ’78 is convinced that his ongoing support of the 
Dean’s Summer Service Grant Program is money well spent. 

“We have a responsibility to give back to our communities and 
those less fortunate,” says Fishman, a life member of the Board of 
Visitors. “I commend students who are willing to spend their sum-
mers in pursuit of that goal. We need to see to it that they receive 
compensation for that effort that benefits us all.” 

More than 100 public service 
student fellowships awarded in 2011 

Get involved.
Supporting summer fellowships:

Thank you. 
Support for student summer fellowships  
came from the following sources in 2011:

Alumni and friends $ 235,000
Student-raised funds  $ 55,000

Public Service 
Fellowships:

$250,000 endowment or  
a current use gift

Dean’s Summer Service 
Grant Program:

$250,000 endowment or 
any current use gift



SUPPORTING THE ANNUAL FUND

 “Morgan is one of the most dedicated vol-
unteers with whom I have ever worked,” says 
Kate Buchanan, assistant dean for Alumni & 
Development. “His love for Duke Law runs very 
deep, but what makes him especially effective is 
his ability to spread that enthusiasm to others. He 
is a model volunteer: He attends meetings, makes 
valuable contributions to the discussion, and supports the school in any and 
every way he possibly can.”

Varner has never missed a meeting of the Duke Law Board of Visitors 
or its Development Committee over his six-year term of membership, 
Buchanan notes, and he is a regular attendee and host of Duke and Duke 
Law gatherings in the Atlanta area. He and his wife, Chilton, a partner at 
King & Spalding, have recently accepted an appointment to the Leadership 
Gifts Committee for Duke University.

As a Princeton undergrad, Varner was lured to Duke Law — and away 
from a northeastern law school — by Dean Elvin “Jack” Latty during one of 
the dean’s many recruiting stops. An Alabama native who always planned to 
practice in the South, Varner says he made the right decision.

“Dean Latty recruited a great cross section of people from all different 
parts of the country and from all different sizes of schools. He put us all in 
the same pot and let us blend,” says Varner. “Then he guided and molded us 
into people who could think like lawyers. I think it gives you pride to have 
gone through all that with people that you came to admire and respect. And 
the qualities of those people — the qualities of people who were not like you 
— that was the difference that helped us expand our horizons.”

Varner, who spent four years as an Army artillery commander stationed 
near Germany’s border with Czechoslovakia following his Duke Law gradu-
ation, launched his own Atlanta firm very early in his career. He and his 
partners quickly found clients in the city’s burgeoning development sector 
and built expertise in structuring limited partnership agreements. Their 
multi-year representation of a large Dallas-based general contracting firm 
cemented their specialty in construction law and spurred the expansion of 
their firm. 

The firm broadened its range of services through a 1999 merger with 
Kentucky-based Stites Harbison, which now has about 240 lawyers in offices 
across the Southeast. Varner is a member of the firm’s construction ser-
vices group and an adjunct member of its complex litigation and corporate 
services group. In addition to his broad transactional and business dispute 
resolution practice, he handles business succession and estate planning for 
his clients. 

“I would never choose a profession other than law,” says Varner. “It lets 
you do so much. If you are competitive you can get to the courtroom or you 
can negotiate. Ideally it’s a win-win, if everybody is doing it right.”

Varner sees Duke Law School as a clear winner — “a terrific law school” 
— challenged only by its relatively small endowment, which he is deter-
mined to build. Keeping in touch with alumni is key to that goal, he says.

“The community is really the most important asset that a relatively young 
university like Duke has, and it’s growing. So we’ve got to keep in touch 
with our alumni and keep them in touch with the Law School. That’s what’s 
going to build our ‘war chest,’ so to speak, up to the proper level.” 

Supporting the Annual Fund

MORGAN VARNER ’66 AND JOHN KNIGHT ’83 
are steadfast and significant supporters of the 

Duke Law Annual Fund. 
Annual Fund support is critically important to 

Duke Law School in every respect — to the pursuit 
of its academic mission of teaching and scholar-
ship, to career advising for students, for ongoing 
outreach to the alumni community, and for day-to-
day operations. 

“It takes $20 of endowment support to gener-
ate every dollar of income represented by current-
use giving,” notes Jeff Coates, associate dean for 
Alumni & Development. “In the last fiscal year, 
the Annual Fund secured $2,279,000. To match 
that amount of income for the Law School’s faculty, 
students, and programs, we would need to secure 
more than $45.5 million in endowment funds. The 
importance of the Annual Fund cannot be over-
stated, and we are grateful to John and Morgan, 
our Barrister Society donors, and all of our other 
Annual Fund supporters.” 

To make a gift:

Annual Fund vs. Endowment
 $1,000  = $20,000
 $5,000  = $100,000
 $10,000 = $200,000
 $50,000  =  $1,000,000
 $100,000  = $2,000,000



FOR JOHN KNIGHT, supporting the Duke Law Annual Fund 
transcends just supporting the Law School.

“Of course, funding is necessary for excellence in higher edu-
cation,” he says. “But when alumni give back to Duke Law, they 
support an educational process that helps sustain and renew the 
rule of law in a society. In this sense, giving is about something 
even larger than Duke and is a way of supporting the rule of law 
as an element of a good society. That is something that most of us 
believe in.”

A member of the Law School’s Board of Visitors, Knight has had 
a chance to observe various forms of societal order in the course 
of a diverse career that has literally taken him halfway around the 
world, most recently to Bahrain. Knight is chief operating officer 
for Mumtalakat Holding Company, the investment arm for the 
Kingdom of Bahrain. 

Knight admits his professional journey to Bahrain did not 
originate from “well-formed goals and aspirations” as an entering 
law student. “I did, though, have an open mind, a fair amount of 
curiosity, and a willingness to try new things. And an understand-
ing that law constitutes part of the framework by which society 
moves forward.” 

He gained exposure to Islamic traditions while clerking for the 
Supreme Court of Malaysia as a Henry Luce Scholar. “Malaysia 
was one of the Asian tigers at the time, so I had my first experi-
ence with an emerging market there,” he explains. “And though 
Malaysia operates under a common law system, I had the chance to 
study Islamic law while there.”

Knight developed crisis management and sovereign debt 
experience from stints with Shearman & Sterling, where he worked 
on the restructuring of the Mexican sovereign debt, and JPMorgan 
Chase & Co., where he was a senior member of the team that 
restructured the Indonesian sovereign debt during the last Asian 
financial crisis. He served in various legal and management positions 
while with JPMorgan Chase, landing eventually in Singapore as the 
chief operating officer for South and Southeast Asia. 

In each position, he relied upon his sound legal education. “A 
rigorous legal education gives people the confidence that they can 
step into difficult situations and take on challenges even when 
there are unknowns,” says Knight. “If you have the proper train-
ing, it’s the methodology and the general problem-solving skills 
that allow you to work through the unknowns. Certainly I got that 
at Duke.”

In Singapore, Knight settled in with a rewarding and engaging 
community, participated in numerous philanthropic organizations 
and, in 2007, joined The Rohatyn Group, an emerging markets 
investment firm. “I was comfortable,” he says. “Then along came 
this opportunity to help build an investment firm for the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. The chance to build something from the ground up 
was simply too attractive to pass up.”

He describes his time in Bahrain as being both challenging and 
invigorating. “These are a culturally very rich people, very diverse, 

friendly, and gracious to outsiders who want to come in and help,” 
Knight says. But they also have reminded him of the limits to legal 
reasoning and what an adviser can do. “Be a good advocate, but 
understand that local problems should be solved locally, by the 
owners of those problems,” he suggests. “Purely imported solutions 
aren’t always solutions that are sustained.”

Knight’s education is ongoing, as he meets and connects with 
alumni around the world and engages with students in Durham. 
While at Shearman & Sterling, he interviewed Duke Law students. 
At JP Morgan Singapore, he had Duke student interns. More 
recently, Knight has helped Duke students seeking placements in 
the Middle East. 

During the political upheaval in Bahrain last spring, he was 
delighted to hear from a fellow alumnus in the region, Mohammed 
Al-Sheaibi LLM ’90, SJD ’93, who called to check in on Knight’s 
safety. “I’d met Mohammed, who is the general counsel for the 
Central Bank in Saudi Arabia, at a Duke alumni event in Munich,” 
Knight says. “His gesture says something about the Duke Law con-
nection and also about a certain civility in this region. 

“I’ve just thoroughly enjoyed staying in touch with students and 
alumni and I’m still learning from some very interesting, well-
educated people.” 

John R. Knight ’83



DUKE LAW SCHOOL HAS established 
 a new Center for Judicial Studies and 

a master’s degree in that subject to address 
a need for advanced educational opportu-
nities for judges and to support scholarly 
research on judicial institutions and judi-
cial decision-making.

The center takes advantage of the 
strength of the Duke Law faculty in judi-
cial studies as well as empirical studies, 
the study of institutions, international 
and comparative law, public law, legal 
strategy, and law and economics. The 
center will sponsor conferences, sympo-
sia, educational programs, and publica-
tions on a range of topics relating to 
judging and the judiciary, and will draw 
faculty from other schools and depart-
ments at Duke University as well as 
distinguished visiting instructors from 
other institutions to teach and partici-
pate in programs and events.

Developed in close consultation with 
Dean David F. Levi, who served as Chief 
United States District Judge for the Eastern 

District of California prior to his appoint-
ment as dean in 2007, the center also aims 
to bring judges and scholars together to 
strengthen relationships and collaborate on 
research efforts that will benefit the legal 
profession as a whole.

A core component of the center is a 
new master’s program in judicial studies, 
which was launched with a luncheon for 
North Carolina state and federal judges 
on Sept. 14. U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Samuel A. Alito offered remarks at the 
event and has signed on to teach a short 
course on the U.S. Supreme Court and the 
Constitution in the program’s first term. 

The admissions process is currently 
underway for the inaugural class of 10 to 
15 judges, who will enter in the summer of 
2012. The program will examine the his-
tory, institutions, and processes that shape 
the judiciary and affect judicial decision-
making. Program directors aim to admit 
several judges from foreign countries to 
facilitate comparative study of a variety of 
judicial systems. 

“As a former judge who is now part 
of a great academic law school, I see tre-
mendous benefits in bringing together 
thoughtful judges and scholars to study 
judicial institutions in the light of aca-
demic research considered through the 
lens of day-to-day experience,” said Levi. 
“Whether it is judicial independence, 
efficiency, bias, the selection process 
for judges, the use of judges or juries to 
decide certain cases, the use of special-
ized courts, or the attainment of justice 
— these are topics of great national and 
international interest. They ultimately 
address a society’s confidence in its dis-
pute resolution procedures as well as its 
commitment to certain values.”

The center is directed by Jack Knight, 
Duke’s Frederic Cleaveland Professor of 
Law and Political Science and a renowned 
expert in the study of judicial institutions, 
and Mitu Gulati, a professor of law who 
is widely recognized for his expertise and 
innovative research on the measurement of 
judicial behavior.

Center for Judicial Studies launched
New center focuses on research, education — including LLM — for judges



The center is focusing on two core areas of 
programming: scholarly study of the judi-
ciary and educational programs for judges. 
As an incubator for innovative scholarly 
research on the judiciary, the center will 
host academic conferences on topics related 
to judging and judicial institutional design 
that build upon the success of earlier Duke 
Law scholarship and conferences that 
brought together scholars and judges to 
discuss current research on the judiciary 
and to develop ideas for new research.

The center also will fund graduate fel-
lows and visiting scholars who undertake 
original research projects with special rel-
evance to the judiciary. An online journal 
is planned to disseminate research on the 
judiciary, report on conference proceed-
ings, and provide a forum for discussion 
and comment.

The master’s degree in judicial studies 
is the only graduate degree program devot-
ed to the education of judges at a major 
U.S. law school. Offered over two intensive 
four-to-six week sessions in two sum-
mers, the 22-credit program aims to help 
judges better understand the institution 
of the judiciary, judicial systems around 
the world, and current research on judicial 
decision-making.

“This program allows judges to contrib-
ute to and learn from a growing body of 
work on judicial institutions, and it permits 
scholars to benefit from the analysis of 
their ideas and research by experienced 
and self-critical judges,” said Levi. “Judges 

who have a better understanding of how 
judicial systems operate and what the con-
sequences of judicial behavior are will be 
in position to be better judges and better 
court administrators.”

In addition to multiple electives, core 
courses include Empirical Research 
Methods, Statutory and Constitutional 
Interpretation, Comparative Courts, Legal 
and Judicial Institutions, and Judicial 
Writing. All classes are taught by top 
Duke Law scholars and visitors.

“This program offers the chance to 
examine the performance of our judicial 
institutions and reflect on the judicial deci-
sion-making process,” said Judge William 
H. Pauley III ’77, a United States district 
judge in the Southern District of New York 
and a senior member of the Duke Law 
Board of Visitors. “As a trial judge in the 
trenches, I believe this is a great way to 
foster interaction between the judiciary and 
the scholars who study it.”

For judges whose court dockets may 
not allow for a full eight weeks in resi-
dence, Duke is offering a certificate in 

judicial studies for four weeks of course 
participation in the master’s degree pro-
gram. Shorter, more targeted, continuing 
education programs also will be offered, 
including seminars on topics of rapid legal 
change or areas that require a high degree 
of specialized knowledge such as interna-
tional law, human rights law, global finan-
cial markets and regulation, and interna-
tional arbitration.

“Duke’s new Center for Judicial Studies 
will play a key role in maintaining the 
competence, integrity, and independence 
of judiciaries, which are essential in 
democratic societies,” said Judge Anthony 
Scirica of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit. A former chief judge 
for the Third Circuit, he also is a member 
of the Duke Law Board of Visitors. “The 
center will contribute to the rule of law 
worldwide, as judges from many countries 
will participate in the course of study. By 
fostering dialogue between judges and 
law professors, the center will also build 
important bridges between the judiciary 
and the academy.”  

Get involved:
The Duke Law Center for Judicial Studies has received early seed 
funding from several donors and foundations. The Law School needs 
to secure $400,000 per year to grow and expand this program to 
its full potential. To contribute, please contact Associate Dean Jeff 
Coates at or .
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PAGES FROM THE PAST

Forging memories 
on the playing field

FOR MANY ALUMNI, lasting Duke 
Law memories were formed in the 

heat of competition — on athletic fields, 
basketball courts, and in bowling alleys.

Do you have a memory of  
playing sports at Duke Law? 



DONOR ROLLS

Latty Circle Everett Circle Shimm Circle Barrister 
Colleague 

Spring 2011 Thank-a-Thon 

Thank you to the following donors who made contributions to Duke Law School 
during the last fiscal year (July 1, 2010, through June 30, 2011):

Thank you.



Sustaining 
Member 

Member 
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Heritage 
Society

Blueprint 
Benefactors  
2010-2011

Gifts can be made:
ONLINE BY MAIL

Please send checks made 
payable to Duke University to:

BY PHONE



Duke University School of Law
210 Science Drive
Box 90389
Durham, NC 27708-0389
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Upcoming Fall 2011 alumni events:

To learn about Duke Law alumni events in your area, visit www.law.duke.edu/alumni/events

Save the Date! April 20–22, 2012

97

62
67

72

82

87
92

02
07

77

R E U N I O N

D
U K E  L A W

’12


