
Meet the 2014-2015 LEAD Fellows 

 

Michael Adamson, 2016 

Michael attended Duke University as an undergraduate for one year before 
transferring to Brigham Young University where he studied accounting.  After 
graduating, Michael worked as a legislative research assistant in tax policy for the 
Senate Finance Committee.  For over three years, Michael, a CPA, has worked part-
time as Senator Orrin Hatch's personal accountant.  This past summer Michael 
worked as a summer associate at Hogan Lovells in Washington, DC.  Outside of 
school Michael enjoys photographing his one-year old daughter Sloane, cooking 

and eating Mexican food with his wife, visiting Sarah P. Duke Gardens, and running on the Al Buehler 
trail. 

Ana Apostoleris, 2016 

Ana grew up in and around Worcester, Massachusetts, where she developed strength of 
character as one of few New York Yankees fans in the heart of Red Sox Nation.  She 
graduated from Swarthmore College in 2013 with a degree in Psychology.  Although she 
spent her undergrad summers interning with the National Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Major League Baseball, she decided as a senior to retire from the world of sports 
administration and reorient herself towards a career in public service, building off her 
avid interest in American race relations and civil rights.  At Duke, she is incoming Co-
President of the American Constitution Society, Case Manager for an Innocence Project 
Investigations team, and Music Director for Off the Record A Cappella.  After her 1L year, 

Ana spent the summer in Durham working with Duke's Wrongful Convictions Clinic.  In her spare time, 
on the rare occasions when she has any, she enjoys singing, tap dancing, and watching old sitcoms.  She is 
excited to welcome the Class of 2017 to Duke! 

Kristin Bender, 2016 

The daughter of an Air Force officer, Kristin is simultaneously from nowhere and 
everywhere. Suffice it to say that she attended Clemson University in South 
Carolina, and those 4 years amounted to the longest she’s ever lived in one place. 
Directly after graduation, she headed “north” to Duke, enrolling in the JD/LL.M. in 
International and Comparative Law. At Duke, Kristin has worked closely with the 
Duke Bar Association (similar to student government) as the former 1L 
Representative and current Academics Chairperson. Over the summer, she split her 
time between interning with Spanish firm Pérez-Llorca in Madrid and studying at 

the Duke-Geneva Institute in Transnational Law in Switzerland. In her free time, she loves to run! She is 
looking forward to welcoming you to Duke Law!  

Samantha Bui, 2016 

Sam was born and raised in East Greenwich, Rhode Island.  She graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 2012, with a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, Politics, and 
Economics (PPE).  Before coming to Duke, she lived in New York City for a year, where 
she spent most of the year working for a law firm recruiting department and doing 
editorial work for an online startup company.  During the holiday season, she also 
worked in sales at Bloomingdale’s on 59th Street, where she specialized in helping 
frantic fathers pick out gifts for their teenage daughters.  At Duke, she is a board 



member of the Women Law Students Association and the American Constitution Society.  She is also 
pursuing a Master’s degree in English.  This summer, she split time working in the legal department at 
Comcast in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and interning for Judge Irenas in the District of New Jersey.  In her 
spare time she enjoys running on the Al Buehler Trail, eating at Nana Taco, and drinking mint chocolate 
cookie milkshakes from Cookout.  Welcome to Duke!    

Erika Dackin, 2016 

Erika was born in Lima, OH (home of Fox’s Glee!) and raised in Columbus. She attended 
THE Ohio State University and majored in Political Science and Sociology while working 
for a local congressman. At Duke, Erika is a member of the SOAR Team and regularly 
volunteers with the Durham County Teen Court. Erika returned to Columbus to work at 
BakerHostetler for her 1L summer. She is a diehard Buckeye fan (O-H!) and an avid 
equestrian who competes in hunter/jumper shows back in Ohio during the summer. Her 
life goal is to be a contestant on The Amazing Race, but she will settle for being a law 
student for now. Erika is very excited to welcome everyone to Duke Law! 

 

Matthew Diton, 2015 

Born and raised in Roxbury, NJ, Matt received his B.A. at the University of Virginia in 
Political & Social Thought and History.  Feeling no pressing desire to return to the 
northern lands of ice and snow, he continued his journey south to Durham and 
Duke Law School.  In Durham, Matt enjoys exploring the areas many golf courses (in 
particular their woods and bunkers), patrolling the outfield during softball season, 
and is on a mission to try every barbecue restaurant in the Triangle before 
graduation.  When forced to be at the Law School, Matt is an active member of both 
the Guantanamo Bay Defense Clinic and the Government and Public Service 

Society.  During his 1L summer, he worked at the New Jersey Office of Legislative Services, and was happy 
to return to his native state this summer to work at Lowenstein Sandler.  He's very excited to welcome 
everyone to Duke! 

Cameron Gibbs, 2016 

Cameron was raised in Seattle, Washington, and is thus a devoted fan of the Seattle 
Mariners, as well as the 2014 Super Bowl Champion Seattle Seahawks. Before law 
school, Cameron completed his undergraduate work at the University of Southern 
California. At Duke, he serves on the Sports and Entertainment Law Society's Executive 
Board, and also belongs to the Business Law Society. This past summer, Cameron served 
as the 1L Summer Associate at Graham & Dunn, a Seattle-based firm, handling both 
transactional and litigation assignments. Outside of class, he enjoys playing golf, 
exercising, eating barbecue, and winning softball games with his law school classmates. 

 

Dorothy Jenke, 2016 

Dorothy is originally from Hawthorn Woods, IL, a north suburb of 
Chicago.  She graduated from Marquette University in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin in 2009 with a degree in International Affairs and Spanish.  After 
graduation, Dorothy joined Teach For America and taught 5th and 7th grade in 
Houston, Texas where she learned a lot about Texas history (7th grade social 
studies) and developed a love for Tex-Mex. At Duke, Dorothy is a Co-President of 



the Business Law Society and a member of the Moot Court Board. Dorothy split her 1L summer working 
as a summer associate in the Houston offices of Baker Botts and Bracewell & Guiliani. In her free time, 
Dorothy enjoys playing with her puppy and exploring the restaurants and coffee shops in Durham. She 
looks forward to welcoming the Class of 2017 to Duke Law! 

Jyoti Jindal, 2016 

Jyoti was born in India and moved to Reston, VA when she was 8. She studied Biology 
and Art History at the University of Virginia where she fell in love with Thomas 
Jefferson. After graduating, she worked for President Obama's re-election campaign 
and for Congressman Sam Farr of California's 17th district. At Duke Law, she is on the 
executive board for Moot Court, the Women Law Students Association, and the 
American Constitution Society and is a member of the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance project. This summer, she worked for the Center for Criminal Justice and 
Professional Responsibility here at Duke. Jyoti loves to watch movies and TV (all 
kinds, including the so-bad-it's-good kind) and is really excited to meet the incoming 

class! Welcome to Duke!  

Cathy Kim, 2016 

Cathy was born in San Francisco, but raised in Boston for the first half of her life.  She 
went to middle school and high school in Seoul, where she graduated from Korea 
International School.  For college, she came back to the US to attend New York 
University, where she saw more celebrities on campus than sports games.  At Duke Law, 
Cathy is pursuing a JD/MA joint-degree in East Asian Studies.  She is also involved in a 
number of different student groups—as the President of the Asian Law Student 
Association (ALSA) and the 2L Alumni Committee Chair of the Duke Bar Association 
(DBA).  She was also a 1L representative for the Intellectual Property & Cyberlaw 
Society (IP&CS).  This summer, Cathy worked for Bingham McCutchen in their Tokyo for 

the first half, and then attended the Summer Institute in Hong Kong.  She looks forward to meeting the 
Class of 2017—seriously, reach out!  And welcome to Duke Law! 

Elias Kwon, 2016 

Elias Kwon was born, raised, and educated in Southern California. Elias grew up in a 
small business family that has ventured into everything from bowling alleys and real 
estate to retail beauty supplies. He attended UCLA for Undergrad where he studied 
English Literature and Political Science. He spent one summer in Europe studying 
literature while subsisting on snickers bars, convenience store sandwiches, and lots of 
gelato. Another summer was spent building in the rural Philippines: building churches, 
teaching English, and riding the tops of recklessly driven tricycles.  After graduation, 
Elias took a year off to live in New York City, where he applied to law school, interned 
with a production company, and paid the bills with a variety of odd jobs. This past 

summer, Elias worked as an intern for New York City’s Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings, 
looking at cases that dealt with everything from the improper management of city infrastructure to the 
unlawful use of force against prison inmates. 

 

 

 



Jay Leff, 2016 

Jay was born in Burlington, Vermont, though starting in high school he lived in 
Canada and Scotland as well as Burlington. He majored in Philosophy at Vassar 
College and graduated in 2010. In the three years between Vassar and Duke, Jay 
traveled internationally, living mostly in South East Asia and Australia, he worked as 
a brewer, professional scuba diver, bartender and small forklift driver. At Duke Law 
Jay is on the exec board of the Intellectual Property and Cyberlaw Society and the 
ACLU, he also serves as a case manager in the Innocence Project. Most importantly, 

his bowling team made it to the Duke Law Bowling League finals this year. For fun Jay likes to host couch 
surfers, explore nature, and get creative in the kitchen. He is very excited to show his new LEAD group 
around Durham and Duke campus. 

Erin Malone-Smolla, 2016 

Erin was born in Williamsburg, VA.  After graduating from Jamestown High School, she 
went to Duke University.  After graduating from Duke in 2011, Erin went to Nashville, 
TN to serve as an elementary special education teacher with Teach for America. After 
two very challenging and rewarding years teaching at Amqui Elementary, Erin decided 
to return to Duke for law school. This summer Erin is working as a summer associate 
at Bradley Arant Boult Cummings in Nashville, and is working as a research assistant. 
Erin currently serves as the president of the Education Law Society and is co-president 
of the Guardian ad Litem Society. When not studying, Erin enjoys cooking, watching 
movies, going to spin classes, and exploring the amazing restaurants of Durham. GO 
DUKE! 

Alisha Mehta, 2016 
 

Alisha was raised in Austin, Texas (hook 'em) and received her undergraduate degree 
from Columbia University, majoring in Environmental Science. After graduation, she 
worked for a summer at IBM as a software intern before heading to Duke Law. At Duke, 
she is on the Executive Board of the Environmental Law Society and the Intellectual 
Property and Cyberlaw Society. She also serves as the Recruitment Advisor for the Duke 
chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta. This summer she worked as a summer associate in the 
Houston office of Vinson & Elkins. When she's not watching reality TV, Alisha enjoys 
spin classes, hiking, and eating Tex Mex. She is so excited to welcome you to Duke! 
 

Dexter Pearce, 2016 
 

Dexter was born in Portland, Oregon, but grew up moving back and forth between 
there and Alaska, where he graduated high school. Basketball scholarships took him 
first to Frank Phillips College in Borger, Texas for his associate's degree in Business, 
then back home to Lewis and Clark where he graduated with a degree in Political 
Science, while earning a selection to the NWC All-Conference team for Men's Basketball. 
Following graduation, he and his wife, Thootmey, moved to North Carolina as part of a 
team to plant a church in Cary and he was blessed with the opportunity to 
simultaneously attend Duke Law. At Duke Law, Dexter is the president of the Christian 
Legal Society and a member of the Black Law Students Association. This past summer, 

he worked as an intern for Stoel Rives, the largest law firm in Oregon. He is expecting his first child, a 
daughter, in late September. When not in the library, you can usually find Dexter playing basketball in the 
Wilson Center. Dexter's excited to welcome you to Duke! 



Charlie Punia, 2016 

Charlie was born and raised in Princeton, NJ. He received a Bachelor of Business 
Administration from Emory University in 2012. After graduation, he worked in 
commercial real estate in New York City. One year braving NYC’s cold winter was 
enough to send Charlie back to the South for law school. Charlie currently serves as the 
Director of Communications for the Duke Bar Association and as the VP of ESQ (an 
annual career symposium) for the Business Law Society. This summer he is working in 
NYC at a real estate firm. When not at the law school, Charlie can be found on the golf 
course, or watching HBO/Showtime’s Sunday night lineup. Charlie is excited for his 2L 
year and looks forward to welcoming you to Duke Law! 

Jennifer Rosen, 2015 

Jen was born and raised on Long Island (pronounced Lon-GUY-Land) in New York. She 
attended Binghamton University in upstate New York, and graduated with a degree in 
Economics and History. After graduation, she spent two years as a litigation paralegal 
at a boutique securities firm in Manhattan. At Duke, Jen is the co-president of the 
Jewish Law Students Association (JLSA), the 2L Representative on the Committee on 
Student Career and Professional development, and a member of Off the Record, Duke 
Law's co-ed a capella group. Jen spent her 1L summer working back at her old firm, 
cultivating her love of securities law. In her free time, she enjoys eating at Nanataco, 
watching Scandal, keeping active, and exploring the Triangle. She is so excited to 
welcome you to Duke Law! 

Steven Saracco, 2016 

Steven is a 2L from Arlington, VA, near Washington, D.C. Steven attended the 
College of William and Mary where he graduated with a B.B.A. in Finance and a 
minor in music. While in college, he was active as director of his a cappella group 
and president of his choir. Before coming to Duke Law, Steven spent one year 
working for CGI Federal, best known as the contractor for healthcare.gov. This 
summer, Steven worked in the Office of General Counsel at the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives. In his spare time, he enjoys hiking and playing 
mandolin. Welcome to Duke Law! 

Brett Schroeder, 2015 

Brett was born and raised in the great midwest, a small town boy from rural Illinois. 
In 2008, Brett relocated to Durham, NC to pursue a degree in Political Science at 
Duke. Upon arrival in Durham, Brett encountered a city bigger than any he had 
lived in before and athletes who could actually play basketball. While at Duke, Brett 
served as President of the largest selective living group on campus, spent summers 
working on Capitol Hill and doing cognitive psychology research, and watched 
Durham grow into the booming food town it is today (read: ate his way around the 
city). Turns out he liked it so much he had to stay, and he went straight through to 
study at Duke Law. At Duke, Brett is the former Athletics Commisioner of Duke Bar 

Association, serves as Entry-Level Faculty Chair for DBA, and was elected Special Projects Editor of the 
Duke Law Journal. Oh, and he was part of Duke Law's first ever UVA National Championship team in 
2014. In the summer of 2013, Brett worked in Buffalo as a summer associate for Hodgson Russ, the 
largest law firm in upstate New York. This past summer, he returned to the Empire State, this time taking 
a bite out of the Big Apple, to work as a summer associate at Latham & Watkins.  Brett looks forward to 
meeting you all in the fall and welcoming you to the Duke family.  



Patrick Spaugh, 2015 

Patrick was born and raised in North Carolina and hails from Walnut Cove. He 
grew up a Duke fan, but attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and immediately fell in love with the school; especially after celebrating the ’09 
National Championship his freshman year on Franklin Street. Patrick’s blood 
permanently bleeds Carolina blue, but he pulls for Duke when they aren’t playing 
UNC. He currently serves as Treasurer of the Mock Trial Board, as an Executive 
Editor for Duke Forum for Law and Social Change, and as a student coordinator 
for Admitted Students Weekend. Patrick's crowning law school achievement was 
captaining the "Acquit While You're Ahead" softball team that bested 92 teams 

from 49 schools to win the 31st Annual UVA Law School Softball Invitational. Patrick previously worked 
with an Innocence Project Investigation Team and served the Duke Bar Association as a 1L 
representative and the Internal Vice-President. Patrick spent his 1L summer in the Winston-Salem office 
of Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP. This summer, Patrick was a Summer Associate in Charlotte 
with K&L Gates LLP, and returned to Womble Carlyle in Winston-Salem for the second half.. Always down 
for a good time, tailgating for football games, some “friendly” athletic competition, and a foray into Chapel 
Hill, Patrick looks forward to interacting with the new 1L class and making their experience enjoyable! 

Dacia Thompson, 2016 

Dacie was born in raised in Palmetto, Florida, which is in Manatee County on the Gulf 
Coast. Having only seen snow twice, she moved all the way to Connecticut to go to 
undergrad at Yale, where she studied Environmental Engineering. She came back to 
the warmer climate at Duke right after graduating in 2012 and spent her first year 
here working on her Master's of Environmental Management at the Nicholas School. 
She spent last year as a 1L and really enjoyed it! At Duke Law, she is on the Duke 
Environmental Law and Policy Forum and president of the Environmental Law Society. 
She is spending her summer as a legal clerk at the Environmental Protection Agency in 
Washington, DC, which is great, but she's looking forward to getting back to Durham to 
welcome all the new 1Ls! Durham is a wonderful place to live, and Dacie is so excited 

to share it with you! She loves spending time outside, exploring the plethora of delicious food trucks and 
restaurants Durham has to offer, and watching college football, NASCAR, and trashy TV. She is so so so 
thrilled for the new students joining her at Duke! 

Benjamin Unger, 2016 

Ben was born and raised in Acton, MA. After graduating from Elon University with a 
degree in Psychology, Ben came straight to Duke where he is for the first time actually 
experiencing collegiate athletics. He currently serves as the Duke Bar Association 
Internal Vice President and as the Finance Chair for the Sports and Entertainment Law 
Society. Ben will be spending the summer at Greater Boston Legal Services working 
with the Housing Unit. Outside of class, Ben enjoys playing intramural sports with 
fellow classmates, watching Boston sports, and exploring different restaurants in 
Durham. Ben looks forward to welcoming the incoming class and introducing you to 
Durham. 

 

 

 



Lauren Vickers, 2016 

Lauren was born in Baltimore, Maryland, but raised in Birmingham, Alabama, 
which she calls home.  After graduating high school, she studied English at Duke 
University in Durham, North Carolina.  During her undergraduate summers at 
Duke, she worked at Greene Espel, PLLP, a litigation boutique firm in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, as well for the Minnesota Vikings.  As a Duke Law student, she currently 
serves as Historian for the Black Law Student Association, Co-Marketing Chair for 
the Sports and Entertainment Law Society, and is an active member of the Summit 
Church.  Lauren spent her 1L summer as a Legal Intern for the Minnesota Vikings.  

She loves Alabama Football, Duke Basketball, and reality TV, and is excited to introduce the Class of 2017 
to Durham.  Welcome to Duke!! 

Ryan Weiss, 2016 

Ryan Weiss grew up spoiled from the beaches and waterways of South Florida. After 
receiving his BA in Criminology and Law from the University of Florida (Go Gators!), 
Ryan immediately traveled to the land of the pine. At Duke, Ryan is a member of the 
Moot Court Board, the Mock Trial Board, the Guardian ad Litem program, and is an all-
star softball second baseman. Ryan will be spending his 1L summer working for Kelley 
Drye and Warren in Washington, D.C., as well as Judge Forst of Florida’s Fourth District 
Court of Appeals. When not buried beneath textbooks in his library cubicle, Ryan enjoys 
watching baseball, listening to country music, and cheering on the Blue Devils and 
Gators. Welcome to Duke Law! 

Alyse Young, 2016 

Alyse was born and raised in Melbourne Beach, Florida.  She studied Political Science 
at the University of Florida (Go Gators!).  After graduating, she worked as the Office 
Administrator at a private mental health clinic for a year before beginning law school.  
At Duke Law, Alyse is a member of an Innocence Project Special Investigations Team 
and is the Vice President of the Human Rights Legal Society.  This summer, Alyse 
worked for JusticeMatters, a nonprofit organization in Durham working on human 
trafficking and immigration related issues.  Alyse hopes to pursue a career in the 
public interest sector.  Outside of school, Alyse is involved with Summit Church and 
enjoys hiking the many trails with her husband, Nate, and exploring the restaurants of 
Durham.  Welcome to Duke Law! 

 

 


