
Duke Law School is proudly able to offer funding for summer internships with public interest or government en es. Some of the 
funding is awarded on a compe ve basis through Duke Endowed Fellowships. The school also has guaranteed summer funding 
through the Dean's Summer Service Grant Program. Law students may receive funding through other sources at Duke University, 
including through the Stanback Environmental Internship Program, or outside programs. For Endowed Fellowships and Dean’s 
Summer Service Grants, students may seek addi onal funding outside the Law School or Duke University, including from their 
employer or through other sources (see reverse), up to a total of $6500 without a reduc on in their grant amount. 
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Summer Public Interest Funding 
https://law.duke.edu/publicinterest/summerfunding 

Duke Endowed Public Interest Summer Fellowships 
These compe ve summer fellowships are made possible through endowments to Duke Law School from generous alumni 
donors. To qualify for these fellowships, applicants must secure a summer posi on with a non‐profit, NGO, or government 
organiza on in the U.S. or abroad.  Open to 1Ls and 2Ls; full summer (8 or 10 weeks at 40 hours per week) and split 
summer arrangements are eligible. Successful applicants will have a demonstrated commitment to developing a career in 
the public interest; other factors which will be considered are involvement in public interest and pro bono ac vi es at Duke 
Law and prior public interest and volunteer work. These are compe ve fellowships, with a preference for 2Ls.  Students 
awarded these fellowships typically receive more funding than they would through solely a Dean’s Summer Service Grant. 

Dean’s Summer Service Grants 
The Dean’s Service Grant guarantees* summer funding to students who secure a qualifying public service posi on for the 
summer, including: local, state, or federal government; not‐for‐profit organiza ons or NGOs (including interna onal); and 
summer judicial clerkships (2Ls only). To qualify for a full grant, 1Ls must commit to at least 8 weeks (at 40 hours per week) 
and 2Ls to at least 10 weeks; funding may be pro‐rated for lesser commitments or split summers.  Grant amounts for 2Ls 
are higher than for 1Ls.  

*Students must complete at least 20 hours of public service work during the school year to receive funding; at least 10 hours 
must be through volunteering with PILF (see below) and the remaining 10 may be through PILF or through a pro bono 
project that is approved by the Office of Public Interest and Pro Bono.  

Dean’s Summer Service Grants are heavily supported by the Public Interest Law Foundation 
(PILF), a student‐run fundraising organiza on whose mission is to help the law school raise money to 

award summer fellowships to 1L and 2L students who accept unpaid summer public interest internships 
and to provide bar grants to gradua ng students entering public interest posi ons. PILF’s largest annual 
fundraiser is its Auc on & Gala in the spring semester; other fundraisers, including Duke Law merchandise 
sales, take place throughout the year. 

Students who receive funding from the above two sources must stipulate that they will do the following: 
 Send a personal thank you le er to their iden fied donor(s) describing their summer work; 

 Par cipate in programming to discuss summer posi ons for the following summer; 

 For those who work in the private sector 2L summer and earn more than $20,000 for both summers combined: 
donate two days’ pay or half of their grant amount back to PILF. 



For more informa on, visit h ps://law.duke.edu/publicinterest/summerfunding  
or email Assistant Dean Stella Boswell at boswell@law.duke.edu. 
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For the full list, see this year’s job postings. 

This AmeriCorps‐funded program provides a $1230 educa on award 
voucher that can be directly applied to qualified educa onal 
expenses. Students must complete 300 hours of summer legal work 
at a nonprofit, public interest organiza on, within one of the 
program’s outlined prac ce areas. Applica ons are accepted from 
December to April and awards are made on a rolling basis.   

Go to “Funding Sources”  and then “Summer Funding” for a list of 
resources related to funding sources in various loca ons or regions, 
including law firm split summer programs and more. 

Examples of Other Funding Sources 

PSJD.org 
Resource Section 

Equal Justice Works 
AmeriCorps JD 

McMillian Fellowship 
Program 

Rural Summer 
Legal Corps 

Interested in working in Charlo e? The McMillan Fellowship 
Program offers s pends of up to $3000 for students interested in a 
public interest career who are working with par cipa ng employers 
in Mecklenburg County. A er students apply for and receive a 
posi on, the employer will then submit an applica on on behalf of 
the student. The McMillian website typically lists par cipa ng 
employers; applica ons are generally due around March 1.  

Run in conjunc on with Equal Jus ce Works, the Rural Summer Legal 
Corps connects public interest law students with Legal Services 
Corpora on‐funded civil legal aid organiza ons around the country. 
Students receive a $4,000 s pend to work with a selected 
organiza on. The Equal Jus ce Works website includes par cipa ng 
loca ons. Applica ons are generally due in February.  

For the Summer of 2017, 85 students 
received over $375,000 in Duke funding. 

Exclusively for Duke Students: The Stanback Internship Program 
The Stanback Internship Program is exclusive to Duke University and provides students with significant and substan ve 
summer work experience in over 50 environmental organiza ons. The program is administered by the Nicholas School of 
the Environment. Students earn a $5,000 s pend for 11 weeks of full‐ me work, which can be prorated for split summers. 
These internships are great opportuni es to develop a wide range of legal skills that are transferable to prac ce areas in 
both private and public interest se ngs. Neither interest in an environmental law career nor prior environmental 
experience is necessary. Stanback internships may also include science, policy, advocacy and other conserva on‐related 
work. Every year, between 6‐18 Duke Law students par cipate. Applica on deadlines for law students begin Fall Semester 
and run through the spring.  


