
 

 

 

Post-Graduate Fellowships for Public Interest Careers 

Types of Fellowships: Post-Graduate Fellowships in public interest law provide great opportunities for entry-level 

and early-career attorneys to gain experience, secure mentors, and develop networks in order to launch a legal career 

serving the public interest. Fellowships are offered for a fixed period of time, usually 1 or 2 years, and come in many 

forms.  

 Organization-based fellowships 

A number of non-profit organizations administer their own fellowship programs. Examples include the 

ACLU, Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, Human Rights Watch, Service Employees 

International, the National Women’s Law Center, and many others. With organization-based fellowships, 

there is no expectation that the fellow will continue to work with the organization post-fellowship, but 

oftentimes the organization will try to find a way to keep the fellow on staff for additional time, or 

permanently.  

 

 Project-based fellowships 

Some organizations provide fellowship funding to applicants who want to work for non-profit organizations, 

which usually are called “host organizations.” For these opportunities, applicants must pair with a host 

organization and create a project proposal for work that the fellow will complete during his or her fellowship 

term. These fellowships usually are extremely competitive, and include programs such as: the Skadden 

Fellowship Foundation, Equal Justice Works Fellowship Grants, the Soros Open Society Justice Initiative, 

and Echoing Green entrepreneurial fellowships.  

 

 Academic and Clinical Law teaching fellowships 

Many law schools offer academic research and/or clinical law teaching fellowships that provide opportunities 

for entry-level graduates or new lawyers to transition into academia, or to develop a focused practice in a 

particular area of law. Typically, this type of fellowship program prefers applicants with some experience, or 

post-clerkship, but some will accept highly-qualified new graduates. Law schools that have well-developed 

clinical teaching fellowship programs include Denver, Georgetown, NYU, Stanford, and Yale.  

Application Timeline: The fellowship application process begins in the rising 3L summer for project-based and 

teaching fellowships, and may run into mid-to-late spring semester for organization-based fellowships. For project-

based fellowships, students must secure a host organization over the summer, in order to meet early fall semester 

deadlines for fellowship funding applications.  

Resources: The most comprehensive source for information about post-graduate fellowships, as well as postings of 

opportunities, is PSJD.org. Hardcopy binders of fellowship postings also are available for review in the Office of 

Public Interest Advising. Stella Boswell (Boswell@law.duke.edu) is available to discuss the many opportunities 

available through post-graduate fellowship programs, and to assist you with the application process.  

mailto:Boswell@law.duke.edu


POST-GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS COMPARISON CHART 
 

Program Eligibility Type of Work Application Process Award Amount Benefits Deadline 

Equal 
Justice 

Works (EJW) 

Graduating law students, recent law 
grads, or experienced attorneys who 
demonstrate a commitment to public 
interest law.  
 

Fellows design unique 
projects that serve and 
address a wide range of 
legal issues. 
 
 

Equal Justice Works reviews the 
applications and selects projects that 
can be matched with potential 
sponsors.  
 
Sponsors determine whom they 
would like to interview.  
Interviews are scheduled on a rolling 
basis during the fall and winter. 
Likewise, offers are made by the 
sponsors on a rolling basis. 

Equal Justice Works will 
provide up to $41,000 toward 
that salary level. If the salary 
exceeds $41,000, then the 
organization must provide the 
remaining amount. 

In addition, each 
Fellow is eligible to 
apply for the Equal 
Justice Works loan 
repayment assistance 
program (LRAP). 

Mid-
September 
 

Skadden 
Foundation 
(Skadden) 

Recent law school graduates or 
outgoing judicial law clerks. 

Fellows create their own 
projects at public interest 
organizations with at 
least two lawyers on staff 
before they apply. 
 
 

Must submit Fellowship  
Application plus the following:  
1. Official Law School Transcript  
2. Two Letters of Recommendation 
from Law School Professors or 
Former Employers  
3. Commitment Letter from Potential 
Sponsoring Organization (and 
brochure if available)  
4. 501(c)3 Tax-exempt Status 
Qualifying Letter  
5. Resume  
 
Before the final application  
date, a public interest organization 
which will sponsor the applicant must 
be identified.  
The sponsor must be a 501(c)3 
organization which provides civil legal 
services to the poor. 

Skadden provides each Fellow 
with a salary and pays all fringe 
benefits to which an employee 
of the sponsoring organization 
would be entitled. 

For those Fellows not 
covered by a law 
school low income 
protection plan, the firm 
will pay a Fellow's law 
school debt service for 
the tuition part of the 
loan for the duration of 
the fellowship. 

Early 
October 

Soros Advocacy Track I:   
At least two years of relevant 
advocacy experience, which may 
include FT and PT employment; paid 
or unpaid internships; longer-term 
experience as an advocate, organizer 
or researcher; or other  
pertinent experience (e.g. advocacy 
while incarcerated) 
 

Projects are in criminal 
justice reform and may 
range from litigation to 
public education to 
coalition-building to 
grassroots  
mobilization to policy-
driven research.  
 
 

Online Submission. Fellowship 
application materials must be 
submitted online. To submit an  
online application, go to 
http://oas.soros.org/oas/ 
 
Complete applications consist of the 
following:  
Application Form, Resume, Proposal, 
Letters of Recommendation, and 
Host Commitment Letter (if 
applicable). 
 
Advocacy Fellowships are 18 months 
in duration, may be undertaken in 
conjunction with a host organization, 
and can begin in the spring or fall. 

-Stipend of $75,000 ($50,000 
for the first year; $25,000 for 
the remaining six months);  
 
 

Up to $6,000 for 
student loan repayment 
assistance;  
 
$3,750 for health 
insurance;   
 
$1,000 for professional 
development;  
 
Funds to attend 
fellowship-related 
gatherings; and  
 
Access to ongoing 
technical assistance 
resources.   

Late 
October 
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Echoing 
Green 
Global 
Fellowship 

18 years of age or older. 
 
Organization must be the original idea 
of the applicant. 
 
Organization must be in a start-up 
phase and independent and 
autonomous.  
 
Applicant must be the primary 
decision maker for the organization’s 
development and management.  
 
Applicants must make a full-time 
commitment (at least 35 hours per 
week) to the organization’s 
development for the duration of the 2 
year fellowship.  
 
Applicants must be based in the US 
with legal status to work in the US.  

The Global Fellowship is 
for smart young leaders 
who are deeply 
connected to the needs 
and potential solutions 
that may work best for 
their communities. Any 
emerging social 
entrepreneur from any 
part of the world working 
to disrupt the status quo 
may apply. 
 
 
 

December: Phase 1 (short answer 
questions worksheet) of the 
application opens.  
January: Phase 1 of application 
closes. 
 
Mid-February: Semi-finalists 
announced and invited to complete 
expanded application.  
 
Early March: Semi-Final applications 
due. 
 
Late April: Finalists announced. 
Mid-May: Finalists interviewed. 
June Fellows announced. 

A stipend of $80,000 for 
individuals (or $90,000 for two-
person partnerships) paid in 
four equal installments over two 
years. 
 

A health insurance 
stipend. 
 
A yearly professional 
development stipend. 
 
Leadership 
development and 
networking gatherings. 
 
Access to technical 
support and pro bono 
partnerships to help 
grow their organization 
and a dedicated 
Echoing Green 
portfolio manager. 
. 

December 

Echoing 
Green 
Black Male 
Achievement 
 

The focus of the applicants' work must 
be in the United States. 
 
The organization articulates a social 
impact that specifically improves the 
life outcomes of black men and boys 
in the United States. 
 
The applicant is clearly able to 
articulate why improving the life 
outcomes of black men and boys is 
one of their closest personal values. 
 
See other general Echoing Green 
eligibility requirements above.  
 

The Black Male 
Achievement Fellowship, 
is dedicated to improving 
the life outcomes of 
black men and boys in 
the U.S.  
 
Applicants are 
considered regardless of 
race, gender or ethnicity.  
 

December: Phase 1 (short answer 
questions worksheet) of the 
application opens.  
January: Phase 1 of application 
closes. 
 
Mid-February: Semi-finalists 
announced and invited to complete 
expanded application.  
 
Early March: Semi-Final applications 
due. 
 
Late April: Finalists announced. 
Mid-May: Finalists interviewed. 
June Fellows announced. 

A stipend of $80,000 for 
individuals (or $90,000 for two-
person partnerships) paid in 
four equal installments over two 
years. 
 

A health insurance 
stipend. 
 
A yearly professional 
development stipend. 
 
Leadership 
development and 
networking gatherings. 
 
Access to technical 
support and pro bono 
partnerships to help 
grow their organization 
and a dedicated 
portfolio manager. 

December 
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Echoing 
Green 
Climate 
Fellowship 

The applicant must be starting a 
new organization that focuses 
on innovations in mitigation and 
adaptation to climate change. 
 
The applicant must be able to 
clearly articulate why 
confronting the climate crisis is 
one of their closest personal 
values. 
 
See other general Echoing 
Green eligibility requirements 
above. 

The Climate 
Fellowship, is 
specifically targeted 
for next-generation 
social entrepreneurs 
committed to 
working on 
innovations in 
mitigation and 
adaptation to climate 
change. 
 

December: Phase 1 (short answer 
questions worksheet) of the application 
opens.  
January: Phase 1 of application closes. 
 
Mid-February: Semi-finalists announced 
and invited to complete expanded 
application.  
 
Early March: Semi-Final applications 
due. 
 
Late April: Finalists announced. 
Mid-May: Finalists interviewed. 
June Fellows announced. 

A stipend of $80,000 for 
individuals (or $90,000 for 
two-person partnerships) 
paid in four equal 
installments over two 
years. 
 

A health insurance 
stipend. 
 
A yearly 
professional 
development 
stipend. 
 
Leadership 
development and 
networking 
gatherings. 
 
Access to technical 
support and pro 
bono partnerships 
to help grow their 
organization and a 
dedicated Echoing 
Green portfolio 
manager. 
 

December 

Ashoka A new idea to address a social 
problem, that will change the 
pattern in a field, be it human 
rights, the environment, or any 
other.  
 
 
 
 

Ashoka Fellows are 
practical visionaries 
who introduce, and 
fully commit 
themselves to 
realizing, an 
important, new idea. 
They bring to bear 
on the social 
problem a fresh 
analysis and insight 
about how to fix it.  
With creativity and 
entrepreneurial skill, 
they push ahead 
their idea until it 
changes a pattern 
through wide 
adoption, often over 
many years. 

Nomination by mentor, supervisor, or 
professor. 
 
Local Ashoka staff research nominees 
and the fields they work in, conduct site 
visits and reverence checks, conduct 
interviews. 
 
Senior Ashoka representative from 
outside the region interviews each 
candidate for 3-4 hours in person.  
 
Ashoka representatives convene 3-4 
leading social and business 
entrepreneur from the country to advise 
Ashoka on how to frame the candidate’s 
idea and potential impact in the country 
context.  
 
Candidate profile is written that presents 
the main elements of the candidacy and 
demonstrates how each of the criteria 
has been satisfied. Ashoka’s Board of 
Directors reviews profiles and panel 
recommendations.  

A stipend for three years 
that is meant to allow the 
entrepreneur to focus 
100% on his/her work 

Collaboration and 
learning 
opportunities within 
a global network of 
over 2,500 world 
class and like-
minded social 
entrepreneurs 
 
Access to technical 
support and pro 
bono partnerships 
to help grow your 
organization 
 
Access to 
institutional funders 
and grant makers 

Nominations accepted year 
round.  
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Alfa U.S. or U.K. citizen 
 
25–35 years old at the 
application deadline 
 
Graduate degree and 
professional experience in 
business, economics, 
journalism, law, government or 
public policy.  
 
Russian language expereince is 
preferred, however not required. 
 
Apllicants proficient in another 
second language may be 
considered.  

Work assignments at 
leading 
organizations in 
Russia in the fields 
of business, 
economics, 
journalism, law, 
public policy and 
related areas. 

Apply online at culturalvistas.org.  The Fellowship includes a 
generous monthly stipend. 

Language training, 
program-related 
travel costs, 
housing and 
insurance. 

December 

Boren U.S. graduate 
students who wish to 
add an important 
international and 
language component 
to their graduate 
education. 

Boren Fellows represent 
a variety of academic 
and professional 
disciplines, but all are 
interested in studying 
less commonly taught 
languages. 
 

Submit the online application, which includes 
the following items.  
-Three mandatory essays.  
-A detailed budget section. 
-Transcripts  
-Three online reference forms.  
-Optional language proficiency form. 
-Letter of overseas affiliation 

Boren Fellowships 
provide up to $24,000 for 
overseas study 
or$30,000 for a 
combined overseas and 
domestic program. 

 January 

Bosch U.S. citizen 
 
40 years of age or 
younger at the 
application deadline 
 
Minimum five years 
of relevant, full-time 
work experience in 
target fellowship 
field (excluding 
internships) 
 
Graduate degree 
preferred 
 
 

Bosch Fellows work as 
consultants in their field 
of expertise at leading 
public or private 
institutions in Germany.  
In addition, Bosch 
Fellows participate in 
professional seminars, 
where they travel to 
meet and exchange 
ideas with key figures 
across Germany and 
Europe.  

Apply online at culturalvistas.org Monthly stipend of EUR 
3.000 (tax-free in 
Germany) starting in 
September 
 
Monthly summer stipend 
of EUR 1.000 + free 
accommodations during 
July and August 
 

Traveling seminar series 
covering issues of German, 
European and transatlantic 
concern 
 
Up to five months of 
German language training 
 
Accommodation and travel 
(from U.S. points only) to 
Washington, D.C. 
orientation program 
 
Financial support for spouse 
& children 
 
Flights to and from Germany 
 

November 

  

http://www.culturalvistas.org/
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Fulbright Applicants must be U.S. 
citizens at the time of 
application.. 
 
Applicants must have a 
conferred bachelor's 
degree or the equivalent 
before the start of the 
grant. 
 
Applicants must have 
sufficient proficiency in 
the written and spoken 
language of the host 
country. 
 
For most programs, 
applicants who have had 
extensive previous 
foreign experience in the 
host country are at a 
competitive 
disadvantage, but are 
still eligible to apply. 

During their grants, 
Fulbrighters will meet, 
work, live with and learn 
from the people of the 
host country, sharing 
daily experiences.   

Application procedures will vary 
slightly depending upon the type of 
applicant. However, all applications 
must be submitted through the 
Embark online application system. 
 
Detailed information on the 
competition is available on our 
website at 
http://us.fulbrightonline.org/. 
 
 

The Fulbright U.S. 
Student Program grant 
numbers are subject to 
the availability of 
federally appropriated 
funds.  
 

Round-trip transportation to 
the host country 
 
Funding to cover room, 
board, and incidental costs, 
based on the cost of living 
in the host country 
 
Accident & Sickness Health 
Benefits 
 
In some countries, grants 
may also include 
book and research 
allowances, mid-term 
enrichment activities, full or 
partial tuition, language 
study programs, pre-
departure and in-country 
orientations 
 

October 

Fulbright-
Clinton 

Be U.S. citizens by 
October 14, 2014. 
 
Have a Master’s level 
degree (MA, JD, MBA, 
MPA, MPH, MSW, MSc, 
or other) with an area of 
focus that is applicable to 
public policy prior to 
September 1, 2015, OR 
be currently enrolled in a 
doctoral program prior to 
the grant period which 
will commence in 
September 2015.  
 
Have at least two years 
of full-time, professional 
work experience in 
policy-related fields. 
 

Fulbright-Clinton 
Fellowship provides 
opportunities for U.S. 
citizens to serve in 
professional placements 
in a foreign government 
ministry or institution in 
partner governments. 
The Fellowship also 
includes an independent 
academic study/research 
component. 
The goal is to build the 
Fellows’ knowledge and 
skills, provide support to 
partner country 
institutions, and promote 
long-term ties between 
the U.S. and the partner 
country. 

To apply for the Fulbright-Clinton 
Fellowship application, select 
‘Fulbright-Clinton Fellowship’ from 
the Special Opportunity drop-down 
list in the Embark online application 
(Step B, Question 4) at 
http://us.fulbrightonline.org/fulbright-
clinton-fellowships. 

The exact value of the 
grant is determined 
following placements 
due to a number of 
factors (approved 
housing options, location 
of ministry, security 
requirements, 
transportation/commute 
costs, etc.). 

Round-trip transportation to 
the host country 
 
Funding to cover room, 
board, and incidental costs, 
based on the cost of living 
in the host country. An 
additional settling-in 
allowance is also provided 
 
In-country assistance in 
setting-up housing, 
transportation needs, and 
safety/security planning 
 
Additional professional 
stipend that can be used for 
language study, ministry-
related travel, or other 
approved professional 
expenses. 
 
Accident & Sickness Health 
Benefits 

Mid October 

  

http://us.fulbrightonline.org/fulbright-clinton-fellowships
http://us.fulbrightonline.org/fulbright-clinton-fellowships
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Presidential 
Management 

Fellows 

Received or will receive 
an advanced degree 
(masters, doctorate, or 
professional, by time of 
application in the 
previous two years. 
 

PMF Program is a 
flagship leadership 
development program at 
the entry level for 
advanced degree 
candidates. It is 
designed with a narrow 
focus of developing a 
cadre of potential 
government leaders. 

Fall: Application for the PMF opens 
via a job opportunity announcement 
on USAJOBS at www.usajobs.gov 
Deadline for applicants to submit 
supporting documentation for any 
claims for Veterans’ preference 
and/or Native American (Indian) 
preference is two weeks after 
application closes. 
 
Four to six weeks after application 
closes, applicants are notified of 
eligibility, semi-finalists selected and 
notified, and semi-finalists start 
scheduling in-person assessment.  
 
Four to six weeks after semi-finalists 
notified, in-person assessments 
conducted.  
 
Four to six weeks after in-person 
assessment, Semi-Finalists notified 
of Finalist status via email.  
Approximately 30 days after finalists 
notified the “Virtual” Job Fair is 
conducted.  
 
 

Salary and benefits 160 hours of classroom 
training (on leadership, 
management, policy and 
other topics) 
 
Challenging work 
assignments 
 
Feedback on your work 
 
At least one 4 to 6 month 
developmental assignment 
 
Potential for promotions and 
career ladders 
 
Upon certification of 
completion, which permits 
immediate conversion to a 
permanent or term position 
and carries prestige 
anywhere you go thereafter 
 

Two weeks after 
application opens in 
the fall.  

 

http://www.usajobs.gov/

