


THE AI and LAW 
MATRIX

Theory

How do we 
conceptualize AI in 

this space?

Ethics

What are the moral 
and ethical duties?

Policy

What are the societal 
goals and tradeoffs?

Law

How do we design 
legal instruments and 

institutions?

Practice

What are the 
practical 

implications?

Experience

What is the track 
record?

AI for Lawyers

Applications of AI 
within legal 
practice

AI for Legal 
Administration

Applications of AI 
in the work of 
courts and 
agencies

Law for AI

Legal regimes 
governing the use 
and impacts of AI 
in society

AI for Law 
for AI

Employing AI to 
implement “Law 
for AI" regimes



THE AI and LAW 
MATRIX

Theory

How do we 
conceptualize AI in 

this space?

Ethics

What are the moral 
and ethical duties?

Policy

What are the societal 
goals and tradeoffs?

Law

How do we design 
legal instruments and 

institutions?

Practice

What are the 
practical 

implications?

Experience

What is the track 
record?

AI for Lawyers

Applications of AI 
within legal 
practice

When is AI 
“practicing law” or 
“giving advice”?

What duties to 
clients and courts do 
lawyers have when 
incorporating (or not) 
AI in practice?

Does greater 
integration of AI help 
level the playing field, 
and at what cost? 

Who is liable for AI’s 
role in legal  
malpractice?

How have lawyers 
actually used AI and 
evaluated others’ use 
of AI in evidentiary 
proceedings?

Have “smart” and 
“algo” contracts led 
to unanticipated 
effects in commercial 
transactions?

AI for Legal 
Administration

Applications of AI 
in the work of 
courts and 
agencies

Law for AI

Legal regimes 
governing the use 
and impacts of AI 
in society

AI for Law 
for AI

Employing AI to 
implement “Law 
for AI" regimes



THE AI and LAW 
MATRIX

Theory

How do we 
conceptualize AI in 

this space?

Ethics

What are the moral 
and ethical duties?

Policy

What are the societal 
goals and tradeoffs?

Law

How do we design 
legal instruments and 

institutions?

Practice

What are the 
practical 

implications?

Experience

What is the track 
record?

AI for Lawyers

Applications of AI 
within legal 
practice (patent search)

AI for Legal 
Administration

Applications of AI 
in the work of 
courts and 
agencies

Law for AI

Legal regimes 
governing the use 
and impacts of AI 
in society

(trade secrets)

(automated cars)

(FDA device approval)

AI for Law 
for AI

Employing AI to 
implement “Law 
for AI" regimes



THE AI and LAW 
MATRIX

Theory

How do we 
conceptualize AI in this 

space?

Ethics

What are the moral and 
ethical duties?

Policy

What are the societal 
goals and tradeoffs?

Law

How do we design legal 
instruments and 

institutions?

Practice

What are the practical 
implications?

Experience

What is the track 
record?

AI for Legal 
Administration

Applications of AI in 
the work of courts 
and agencies

What is AI? 

Reasons for 
explainability concerns 

AI does not understand 
our world

Can AI operate in 
“incompletely theorized 
social agreements” 
context?

How does an agency 
know when to rely on 
AI results?

Foresight thinking 
applied to planning for 
AI

Undertrust and 
overtrust

WHAT DO WE WANT AI 
TO BE?

Knowing what we know 
about AI, should 
agencies use AI?

Is “it works” sufficient 
justification for using 
AI?

What ethical decisions 
do we “code” into AI 
(e.g., AVs)?

WHAT IS RESPONSIBLE
TECH?

Explainability concerns 
Automation concerns
Important pre-
deployment to 
anticipate unintended 
effects 
Opt-out barriers
Controlling nefarious 
uses
“it works” vs black box
How to manage error 
rates, types, and 
distributions
Proprietary algos vs 
transparency
Excluding sensitive 
information vs accuracy
Need to avoid AI bias
Monitoring for 
systematic bias
Public safety use case vs 
transparency and 
discrimination
Agency resources
How can AI improve 
city policy? 
Self-regulation?

Application of “law to 
apply” doctrine

Nondelegation doctrine

Due process doctrine

anti-discrimination law

Transparency and a/c 
standard

Judicial review of 
blended AI-human 
agency decisions

IRS audits

FAA pilot fitness

Rule selection
____________
IP USE CASE
-prior art search
-classification
-public access
-promote examiner 
consistency
-promote agency 
learning
_____________
AV/TRANSPO USE CASE
-city planning
-city data sharing and 
standardization
-safety enhancement
_____________
HEALTH USE CASE
-imaging interpretation
-diagnosis
-digital health

How has narrow AI 
performed?

Improvements in 
USPTO and USBLS 
classification systems 

Rise of automation, IT, 
digital, and AI in admin 
state (Marjory)

Has government kept 
pace with the 
development of AI, its 
potential for use by 
agencies, and its 
impacts on society? 



THE AI and LAW 
MATRIX

Theory

How do we 
conceptualize AI in this 

space?

Ethics

What are the moral and 
ethical duties?

Policy

What are the societal 
goals and tradeoffs?

Law

How do we design legal 
instruments and 

institutions?

Practice

What are the practical 
implications?

Experience

What is the track 
record?

AI for Legal 
Administration

Applications of AI in 
the work of courts 
and agencies

What is AI? 

Reasons for 
explainability concerns 

AI does not understand 
our world

Can AI operate in 
“incompletely theorized 
social agreements” 
context?

How does an agency 
know when to rely on 
AI results?

Foresight thinking 
applied to planning for 
AI

Undertrust and 
overtrust

WHAT DO WE WANT AI 
TO BE?

Knowing what we know 
about AI, should 
agencies use AI?

Is “it works” sufficient 
justification for using 
AI?

What ethical decisions 
do we “code” into AI 
(e.g., AVs)?

WHAT IS RESPONSIBLE
TECH

Explainability concerns 
Automation concerns
Important pre-
deployment to 
anticipate unintended 
effects 
Opt-out barriers
Controlling nefarious 
uses
“it works” vs black box
How to manage error 
rates, types, and 
distributions
Proprietary algos vs 
transparency
Excluding sensitive 
information vs accuracy
Need to avoid AI bias
Monitoring for 
systematic bias
Public safety use case vs 
transparency and 
discrimination
Agency resources
How can AI improve city 
policy? 
Self-regulation?

Application of “law to 
apply” doctrine

Nondelegation doctrine

Due process doctrine

anti-discrimination law

Transparency and a/c 
standard

Judicial review of 
blended AI-human 
agency decisions

IRS audits

FAA pilot fitness

Rule selection
____________
IP USE CASE
-prior art search
-classification
-public access
-promote examiner 
consistency
-promote agency 
learning
_____________
AV/TRANSPO USE CASE
-city planning
-city data sharing and 
standardization
-safety enhancement
-land use patterns
_____________
HEALTH USE CASE
-imaging interpretation
-diagnosis
-digital health

How has narrow AI 
performed?

Improvements in USPTO 
and USBLS classification 
systems 

Rise of automation, IT, 
digital, and AI in admin 
state (Marjory)

Has government kept 
pace with the 
development of AI, its 
potential for use by 
agencies, and its 
impacts on society?



Is “it works” sufficient justification for agency 
use of AI? 
• In some cases, it seems so

• Killing rats in NYC

• But in some cases, clearly not
• Can’t explain why it works
• Discriminatory effects
• Systematic bias
• Unintended effects
• Why else not?

• If we cure all those concerns, will the AI still work?



The sub-theme: 
What is responsible tech?

The sub-sub theme: 
What is responsible agency use of 

“responsible tech”?

If we are convinced the tech is “responsible,” is it necessarily the case 
that its use by an agency is responsible?
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