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COGNITIVE CONTROL 

Mani, Mullainathan, Shafir, & Zhao, Science, 2013 
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Mani, Mullainathan, Shafir, & Zhao, Science, 2013 



Scarcity is demanding of attention (intentionally and 
automatically)

It focuses us on immediate problems of scarcity, 
often at the expense of other things; distracting us 
and shortening our horizons…

So…

And this is not about the poor – it’s about being poor…



Shah, Mullainathan, & Shafir, Science, 2012 

“The poor” take myopic loans?
People in scarcity take myopic loans!






