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I. INTRODUCTION 

The COVID-19 outbreak has led to multiple shifts in our personal, professional, health, and 
legal environments.  This guide covers some of the more comprehensive and useful research 
resources dealing with the numbers of people affected by the outbreak, legislation drafted and 
enacted in reaction, as well as academic, legal, and government databases covering various issues 
related to COVID-19.  It also alerts you to some of the specific actions the Duke and Duke Law 
communities are taking to support the research and action in this area.   

 

II. DUKE DEVELOPED RESOURCES 

 The Bolch Judicial Institute (https://judicialstudies.duke.edu/) has partnered with the 
American Law Institute (ALI) to create the podcast Coping with Covid 
(https://judicialstudies.duke.edu/programs/coping-with-covid/), examining the impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic on the legal system. The series is hosted by David F. Levi, director of the Bolch Judicial 
Institute and president of ALI. 

 In addition, the Bolch Judicial Institute is compiling a list of available resources on efforts to 
continue maintaining court operations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic 
(https://judicialstudies.duke.edu/covid-19-response-resources-for-judges/). The list is updated 
regularly as new information becomes available.  

 From an interdisciplinary perspective, the Duke Medical School Library 
(https://mclibrary.duke.edu) has created a list of links to information and literature about COVID-19 
(https://guides.mclibrary.duke.edu/covid19/) that will be immediately useful to practicing clinicians 
at Duke. 

 Finally, if you are also a member of, or know a member of, the School of Medicine, School of 
Nursing, or Duke Health communities, the Medical Center Archives and Library are collecting your 
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stories. Please visit their Share Your COVID-19 Story page 
(https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/uarchives/transfer/documenting-covid19) for more information. 

  

III. HEALTH, DATA, & INFORMATION TRACKING 

The Centers for Disease Control (https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/covid19/index.htm) 
maintains a page with tables including daily updates of national provisional counts for deaths 
involving COVID-19 in the United States by week, by age, by sex, by place of death and by 
jurisdiction of residence.  It also includes regular weekly reports.  

GeoPlatform.gov has developed The Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Resources page 
(https://communities.geoplatform.gov/disasters/2019-novel-coronavirus-ncov-resources/) collecting 
multiple links to pages covering geospatial data and information to assist with situational and general 
awareness about the spread and affects of the pandemic.  It includes both websites and links from the 
Health and Human Services (HHS) and Center for Disease Control (CDC) data, as well as academic, 
international, and commercial sources.  An additional resource there is the COVID-19 Dashboard 
(https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48
e9ecf6) created by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) at Johns Hopkins, 
which provides an overview of the international numbers of confirmed cases and death from the 
virus.  

 The Department of Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(http://fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/10cb3cb131114810ac00970381f2f744
) maintains a U.S. focused dashboard similar to the Johns Hopkins one above, including links to 
state-based reports, many of which have granular information down to the county level.  

The current administration has referenced modelling data from the Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) (https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america), an 
independent population health research center at UW Medicine, part of the University of 
Washington.  An interactive page covering its modelling and predictions can be found on the linked 
site.  

The COVID Tracking Project (https://covidtracking.com/) was launched out of The 
Atlantic, and attempts to cover not only case counts, but also a set of complete testing data—
including not just identified cases, but how many people have been tested, and where, along with 
interactive tracking maps.   

Major news sources also have created pages gathering data on health and other issues affected 
by the pandemic. The Financial Times at FT.com has created a page providing an up-to-date visual 
narrative of the spread of COVID-19 (https://www.ft.com/content/a26fbf7e-48f8-11ea-aeb3-
955839e06441).  The page is regularly updated, and changes are tracked and listed at the top.  In 
addition to health date, it includes tracking of international government decisions on lock downs. The 
New York Times also has a page entitled Coronavirus in the U.S.: Latest Map and Case Count 
(https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html).  It includes U.S. maps 
and other interactive graphics covering information about how each state is being affected by 
COVID-19.  

 The North Carolina Division of Health and Human Services’ dashboard 
(https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/public-health/covid19/covid-19-nc-case-count) is dedicated to 
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tracking laboratory-confirmed cases that were tested and returned positive, including those from the 
NC State Laboratory of Public Health and reporting hospital and commercial labs. All data are 
preliminary, and not all cases of COVID-19 are tested.   

During the time of the pandemic, there has also been some controversy about how the 
information has been collected, interpreted, and presented.  For example, there is an alternative local 
dashboard tracking the spread of COVID-19 for Florida (https://floridacovidaction.com/), while the 
Florida Department of Health, Division of Disease Control and Health Protection has its own site  
(https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/96dd742462124fa0b38ddedb9b25e429).  The story about 
the creation of this alternative dashboard is available on NPR, with links to both options 
(https://www.npr.org/2020/06/14/876584284/fired-florida-data-scientist-launches-a-coronavirus-
dashboard-of-her-own). 

Due to an increase in data collection, news reporting, and social media attention, Wikipedia 
has dedicated an entire page to an ongoing discussion of misinformation on the COVID-19 outbreak 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Misinformation_related_to_the_COVID-19_pandemic).  Many fact-
checking sites have also been gathering and archiving viral stories about the pandemic (e.g., Snopes 
has curated a page dedicated to online coverage spreading through social media, particularly memes 
(https://www.snopes.com/collections/coronavirus-collection-memes/)).  

 

IV. GENERAL NEWS SOURCES & SEARCHES 

America’s News, which includes complete editions of hundreds of U.S. news sources, with 
full text access to most articles contained in those sources is available through the Duke Library 
Catalog (https://www.find.library.duke.edu/catalog/DUKE003242034).  Currently, the source has a 
link at the top of its landing page to run a search for articles on COVID-19.  You can use the filters 
on the left side to narrow the results by date, region, and more.  

The New York Times has curated a page providing free access to the most important news 
and useful guidance on the coronavirus outbreak to help their readers understand the pandemic 
(https://www.nytimes.com/news-event/coronavirus).  If you do not have an account, you will have to 
create one to access the free articles.  

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) has a page specific to the Coronavirus 
pandemic (https://www.bbc.com/news/coronavirus).  It includes various stories on the outbreak from 
across the globe, as well as video explainers on the issues, but also includes a “Reality Check” 
section that fact checks some of the misinformation on COVID-19 and medical or governmental 
reactions to its spread.  

As part of its COVID-19 News Search Alert page, which is also discussed below, 
(https://www.cdc.gov/library/researchguides/2019novelcoronavirus/newssearchalert.html), the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has created links which auto-populate news searches in four 
search engines: Baidu News, Bing News, Google News, and Science Daily.  

 

V. GENERAL LEGISLATION SURVEYS 

Wolters Kluwer (https://lrus.wolterskluwer.com/store/cheetah-covid-19-state-federal-
compare-smart-chart/) has created a chart building tool to compare and track state laws, regulations, 
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executive orders, and more.  The topic searches are organized topically across Banking & Finance, 
Labor & Employment/HR & Benefits, Health & Infectious Disease, Tax, Securities and other 
categories.  Access is complimentary, and the data and tables are exportable and shareable.   

Dentons (https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2020/march/31/announcing-our-covid-
19-50-state-tracker) has created a tracking chart that provides a review of state and local 
governmental orders, directives and financial assistance impacting U.S. jurisdictions, as well as 
others.   

National Public Radio has created a state-by-state guide dedicated to local governments 
(https://www.npr.org/2020/03/12/815200313/what-governors-are-doing-to-tackle-spreading-
coronavirus) on how each jurisdiction is approaching a “reopening plan.” The guide is divided into 
regions: Northeast, Midwest, South, and West, and is regularly updated as states adjust their policies.  

The National Consumer Law Center (NCLC) has gathered legislative and other material 
relevant to consumer protection in an easily accessible web page (https://library.nclc.org/major-
consumer-protections-announced-response-covid-19).  Topics cover bankruptcy, price gouging, 
foreclosure actions, and credit reporting.    

The UNC School of Government has been updating local government actions on the 
pandemic (https://sog.unc.edu/resources/microsites/coronavirus-covid-19). Issues covered include 
public health, emergency management, employment law, courts, and more.  

 

VI. ACADEMIC & SCHOLARLY RESOURCES 

Pre-print, in-process, and working papers recently produced under the COVID-19 pandemic 
have been collected together on a Social Science Research Network (SSRN) research page 
(https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/coronavirus/).  There are multiple categories, one specifically 
containing almost 200 papers related to the public health, legal, economic, societal and fiscal 
implications of the outbreak 
(https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalBrowse&journal_id=35264
37).  
 

ProQuest has created a specialized Coronavirus Research Database 
(https://search.proquest.com/coronavirus?_ga=2.148142455.1750739959.1587412141-
1353871043.1587412141), which includes coverage of content available through openly available 
content through ProQuest related to coronaviruses in general, including the COVID-19 outbreak. It 
includes thousands of open-access articles from the world’s leading publishers as well as current 
research from pre-print repositories.  Researchers can focus on specific COVID-19 material by 
limiting results to dates since the current outbreak. The database can also be accessed by going 
through the Duke catalog entry (https://find.library.duke.edu/catalog/DUKE006225161), selecting 
“Change Database,” and then the Coronavirus Research Database.  

 
ProQuest has also curated some additional resources and databases related to the outbreak, 

including journal, news, and government sites, which it has made available on its main website 
(https://www.proquest.com/products-services/related/Coronavirus-Outbreak-Authoritative-
Resources.html).  
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The National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) has been collecting and listing 
research and working papers on COVID-19 (https://www.nber.org/wp_covid19.html) (as well as 
coronavirus and other pandemic responses). Access to individual papers often will require access 
through Duke’s NBER Working Paper Series subscription through the Duke catalog link 
(https://find.library.duke.edu/catalog/DUKE004403650). 
 

Elsevier has collected over 21,000 early-stage and peer-reviewed research papers on 
COVID-19 from journals including The Lancet. These articles are also available to download with 
rights for full text and data mining, re-use and analysis through their specialized research page 
(https://www.elsevier.com/connect/coronavirus-information-center). 
 

JSTOR editors curated a number of articles related to coronavirus outbreaks in general on a 
research page (https://about.jstor.org/covid19/free-covid-19-articles/), and have made the content free 
to the public through June 30, 2020.  JSTOR has also made general, non-coronavirus content 
available for free during the crisis, both to institutions and to the public on a separate page 
(https://about.jstor.org/covid19/).  
 

New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) has put together a collection of articles and 
other resources on the Coronavirus (specifically, COVID-19) outbreak, including clinical reports, 
management guidelines, and commentary (https://www.nejm.org/coronavirus). 

 
The Google Scholar (https://scholar.google.com/) landing page now includes links to free 

resources from various academic and scientific journals covering the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
Nature, Science, and the Lancet.  

 
Columbia Law School has collected scholarly research about the affects of the outbreak into 

a free, downloadable book covering myriad subjects related to the law entitled Law in the Time of 
COVID-19 (https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/books/240/).  Topics include criminal justice, 
immigration, elections, public health, privacy, and LGBT civil rights.  

 

VII. LAW SCHOOL DATABASES 

The three major legal databases have begun collecting materials on COVID-19, most of 
which are focused on practical resources.  
 

On Lexis Advance, there are several practice module collections,  
(https://advance.lexis.com/practice?config=024A52JAA4YzM4NDc4NS0zNjBlLTQ0MWEtYTg4M
C05NjY3ZWY1YzlkMzEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dxNkcHzKc4b7Vis0aA9fiS&crid=cefb1b64-3986-
47f5-910e-cf48beef37c9&cbc=0%2C0), which can also be accessed through the “Complimentary 
COVID-19 Resources” on the home page. It includes links to LAW360 news resources on the crisis.  
 

Bloomberg Law has built out a focused COVID-19 “Practice Center” 
(https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/health/page/infocus_coronavirus).  
It can also be accessed through the “Health” Practice Center, you can click on the “In Focus: 
Coronavirus” banner a the top. The Bloomberg collection is organized much like a standard practice 
center page on its website, and includes a link to analytics and a chart builder tool.  
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On Westlaw there is a focused collection of legal materials and news available through a link 

(https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/COVID19LegalMaterialsNews?originationContext=type
Ahead&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)). 
Or you can click on “COVID-19 Legal Materials and News” under “Specialty areas.”  The Westlaw 
materials include state, federal, and global resources, and a link to COVID-19 related dockets.  
 

VIII. STATE, FEDERAL, & INTERGOVERNMENTAL RESEARCH 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has put together a multilingual database of 
scientific findings (https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-
research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov) updated daily (Monday through Friday) from searches of 
bibliographic databases, hand searching, and the addition of other expert-referred scientific articles.  
In addition, the page lists nearly 20 other sites, including science and academic publications (e.g., 
OUP, Cambridge University, Elsevier, PLOS, Science, and the NEJM) with corona resources 
available to the public.   

 
The CDC has put together a research guide, which includes links to research articles, 

databases and journals, secondary data and statistics, and other websites 
(https://www.cdc.gov/library/researchguides/2019NovelCoronavirus.html).  It also provides links to 
instructions for creating various search alerts on the pandemic from Ovid, PubMed, Scopus, and 
general news.   

 
The Law Librarians of Congress have created a regularly updated research guide of 

multiple government resources on COVID-19.  These include federal legislation, presidential actions, 
federal agency pages, state action pages, CRS reports, and law library blogs on the issue 
(https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2020/03/coronavirus-resource-guide/). 
 

Federal courts are individually coordinating with state and local health officials to obtain 
local information about COVID-19 and court business, operating status, and public and employee 
safety. As part of that effort, they have maintained a U.S. Courts specific site 
(https://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/court-website-links/court-orders-and-updates-during-
covid19-pandemic) with links covering the COVID-19 pandemic and court business. 
 

USA.gov has provided some of the more practical legislative and agency descriptions of how 
the government is handling the COVID-19 crisis (https://www.usa.gov/coronavirus).  

 
The U.S. Bureau of Labor and Statistics (https://www.bls.gov/) has built an FAQ page 

(https://www.bls.gov/bls/bls-covid-19-questions-and-answers.htm) with an overview of common 
questions and data regarding the effects of the pandemic on the employment landscape.  The page 
includes monthly updates on the employment situation during the crisis.  
 

National Conference of State Legislators (NCSL) has put together a legislative action site 
(https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-action-on-coronavirus-covid-19.aspx).  The page includes 
an interactive map to see what each state legislature has proposed or passed in reaction to the 
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pandemic. The NCSL also includes a review of state actions on issues related to interruptions caused 
by the COVID-19 outbreak, including issues related to upcoming elections.  
 

National Governor’s Association (NGA) members include the governors of the 55 states, 
territories and commonwealth.  The group maintains a page of current information on the status of 
COVID-19 (https://www.nga.org/coronavirus/) in the United States and internationally, as well as 
what actions states and other territories are taking. 
 

IX. BIOETHICS 

The University of Pittsburgh has curated a list of articles on various medical ethical issues 
(http://bioethics.pitt.edu/covid-19-ethics-resources), including issues on research ethics, emotional 
and psychological effects of the pandemic, and the response of the art community in relation to 
mental health.  The list is updated regularly, and new additions are indicated with a green 
background.   
 

X. LEGAL PRACTICE MATERIALS 

Stanford University has produced a searchable database of over 4000 COVID-19 related 
memoranda and other firm resources, (e.g., web pages from law firm websites) 
(https://law.stanford.edu/press/stanford-law-school-launches-covid-19-memo-database-in-
collaboration-with-cornerstone-research/).  

Wickliffe Shreve 

6/18/2020 

 

 


