
Meet the 2017-2018 LEAD Fellows 
 

Armani Abreu, 2019 
 

Armani was born and raised in Miami, Florida. He attended The University of Florida 
(Go Gators!) where he majored in Political Science with minors in Spanish and Mass 
Communications. While at the University of Florida, Armani was very involved with 
Dance Marathon and was even inducted in to the UF Hall of Fame. After graduating, he 
chose to go straight through to law school. At Duke, Armani served as a 1L 
representative for the Duke Bar Association (DBA). He split his summer, working at 

Goldberg & Rosen P.A. in Miami and conducting research for a professor. This upcoming year, Armani 
will serve as the Treasurer for DBA as well as Vice-President of Finance for the Hispanic Law Students 
Association. In his free time, Armani enjoys hanging out with friends, playing basketball, dominating 
on the softball field with Section 1 and watching college football. He prides himself on being the second 
best “Mani” in the 2L class (cc Lead Fellow Emani Walks). Welcome to Duke! 
 

Kevin Arocha, 2019 
 

Kevin fares from the sandy beaches of Miami, Florida. He attended the University of 
Florida (Go Gators!) for undergrad. After graduating with a B.A. in Political Science, 
Kevin knew he wanted to (try) to become a big shot lawyer – and that’s when Duke 
became the clear choice. At Duke, Kevin’s favorite extracurricular is to dive into pro 
bono cases for the Legal Aid of North Carolina via "Lawyer on the Line." This summer, 
he worked as a Judicial Intern for the U.S. District Court in Raleigh, NC. Some of his 

favorite hobbies include pretending to know how to barbecue and exploring the Sarah P. Duke 
Gardens (or Durham in general). Kevin looks forward to making new friendships within the incoming 
class and hopes to teach them “the ropes” as best he can! If he’s lucky enough to have you as part of his 
LEAD group, expect to never be in short supply of Monuts Donuts (a delicious Durham delicacy). 
 

Anya Benenson, 2019 
 

Anya is originally from Montclair, NJ, and went to Bryn Mawr College, where she 
majored in Political Science in the hope of one day becoming a West Wing character. 
After college, she worked for the U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. for a few years and then 
spent some time consulting for nonprofits in Washington, DC. Before coming to Duke, 
she served in the Peace Corps in Burkina Faso, where she lost all fear of insects and 
acquired a lot of great stories (and, more importantly, her dog). Anya is in the JD/LLM 

program, and she spent her summer in Geneva, Switzerland, working at a Swiss law firm and attending 
the Duke-Geneva Institute in Transnational Law. In her spare time, Anya can usually be found checking 
out all the great things Durham has to offer, planning trips with her friends, or (most likely) binge-
watching TV. She’s looking forward to meeting her LEAD group and welcoming you all to Duke! 
 

Matthew Conrad, 2019 
 

Matthew was born in Queens, New York, but was raised in Newark, Delaware.  He 
stayed in Delaware to attend college at the University of Delaware and received 
bachelor’s degrees in Political Science and Philosophy and a Legal Studies minor.  
Matthew knew early on in his academic career that he wanted to go to law school, so he 
is currently living out his dream.  This past summer, Matthew went back to Delaware 
to intern for a Vice Chancellor at the Court of Chancery, which is an equity court that 

handles a great deal of corporate cases.  Matthew hopes to pursue a career in corporate law and is 
planning to work at a firm next summer in New York.  At Duke, Matthew is a member of the Cancer 
Pro Bono Project and Moot Court Board.  Outside of law school, he enjoys playing his many guitars, 
visiting record stores all over North Carolina, and going to as many concerts as possible.  

 



William Crawford, 2019 
 

Will hails from Flint, Michigan and attended The Ohio State University graduating 
with a Bachelor's degree in Public Affairs.  Notwithstanding the football rivalry, he 
then returned to his home state to work as an admissions representative at the 
University of Michigan while obtaining his Master's degree in Higher Education.  A 
former white house intern, Will maintains an abiding interest in politics.  At Duke he 
serves as the External Vice-President of the Black Law Students Association, as a 

Graduate Student Representative on the Sexual Misconduct Student Task Force, and as an 
Interscholastic Coordinator of the Moot Court team.  In his free time Will enjoys Buckeye football, 
going to the beach, and snowboarding.  He often starts the day with Morning Joe and ends it with 
Jimmy Kimmel Live.  Working this summer at Jones Day - Columbus, Ohio, Will is looking forward to 
meeting his 2L challenges and new friends!   
 

Anupam Dalvi, 2019 
 

Anupam (pronounced like a new palm) hails from the great city of Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, aka the Ville. After attending high school for 2 years with rapper J. Cole and 
football player Dwayne Allen, he attended boarding school in Durham. From there he 
had the great privilege of attending UNC (University of National Champions) and 
remains a true blue Tar Heel. After graduating, Anupam moved to New York where he 
taught high school special education in the South Bronx for 3 years. But finally, he 
succumbed to his perpetual craving for Carolina barbecue and decided to come home 

to Duke for law school. At Duke, Anupam is on the Moot Court board, the Mock Trial board, and is the 
incoming co-President of the South Asian Law Students Association. This summer, he worked at the US 
Attorney's Office in DC in the Civil division. Other than spending copious amounts of time in the law 
school pretending to do work, Anupam enjoys watching sports, making smoothies, and watching 
crappy romantic comedies. Being a native North Carolinan, Anupam is excited to welcome you all to 
the joys of comfort food, college basketball, and Southern hospitality! 
 

Chris DiNardo, 2019 
 

Chris was born and raised in Paoli, PA, outside of Philadelphia.  He graduated from 
New York University in 2014 with a double major in Film/Television and Politics.  
Before coming to law school, Chris worked for two years as a litigation paralegal in a 
New York law firm.  In his spare time in the city, he volunteered at Rikers Island 
teaching writing classes to individuals incarcerated there.  This past summer, he 
interned with the Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts, working with low-income artists in 

New York.  At Duke, Chris will be co-director of the Cancer Pro Bono Project, communications chair for 
the Duke Law Innocence Project, and a member of the Coalition Against Gendered Violence.  He also 
took part in the Southern Justice Spring Break last year, working on death penalty litigation in Atlanta, 
GA and Birmingham, AL. You can catch him most days playing pickup basketball at Wilson or 
somewhere in Durham eating barbecue. Chris is excited to welcome the Class of 2020 to Duke!  
 

Josh Dutton, 2019 
 

Josh was born and raised in San Diego, California. He then went to Boston College (Go 
Eags!) where he majored in Political Science with a minor in American Studies. After 
graduating, Josh worked for two years as a corporate paralegal in Proskauer Rose's 
Boston office. At Duke, Josh is part of an active case for the Innocence Project and he is a 
member of Professor Levy's Student Scholarship Workshop Series. This summer, he 
worked for the Honorable Cynthia Bashant at the U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of California. In his free time, Josh enjoys playing sports and watching movies. 



He also enjoys long walks on the beach and camping out under the stars.  His favorite memory from 1L 
year was his Section 1 softball team coming from behind in extra innings to knock Section 6 from the 
playoffs. He cannot wait to meet his LEAD group and show them all the great things about Duke Law! 
 

Matthew Eible, 2019 
 

Matt is originally from DeWitt, Michigan, a small town outside of Lansing.  He 
graduated from Georgetown’s School of Foreign Service in 2014 and spent two years 
prior to law school working as a litigation legal assistant for a law firm in New York 
City.  At Duke, Matt is the Co-Director of the Immigrant Education Project and a Fellow 
with the Center for Judicial Studies.  When he is not complaining about the North 
Carolina heat, Matt enjoys playing tennis, watching television, and constantly scrolling 
through Humane Society websites in search of the dog he will soon adopt.  Matt spent 

the first half of his 1L summer doing immigration work with the U.S. Committee for Refugees and 
Immigrants in Raleigh, North Carolina.  He then studied in Geneva, Switzerland for a month as part of 
the J.D./LL.M. program in International & Comparative Law.  Matt is very involved in public interest 
and pro bono work, and he is looking forward to welcoming his LEAD group to Durham! 
 

David Feess, 2019 
 

David was born and raised in South Pasadena, CA, and graduated from UC San Diego 
with a B.A. in Economics in 2016. At Duke Law, he has enjoyed participating in IM 
football, where his team was outscored approximately 150 to 7 in four games, and 
playing section softball. In his downtime, David enjoys hanging with his dog, Buzz, 
watching college football, and checking out new places around Durham. David spent 
this past summer working at the US Attorney’s Office for the Central District of 
California, and is looking forward to welcoming the incoming class to Duke Law. 

 

David Fratto, 2019 
 

David grew up driving a golf cart around in Peachtree City, Georgia.  He attended 
Emory University in Atlanta, earning a degree in Finance after discovering a crippling 
allergy to science classes.  Prior to law school, David worked for 2.5 years in corporate 
finance for Delta Air Lines.  Not content to count airplanes on his abacus, David 
occasionally found his way onto one.  Trip highlights include searching for the Loch 
Ness Monster (Nessie) in the Scottish Highlands and herding zebu in the Spiny Desert 

of Southern Madagascar.  In his free time, David helped found a commercial urban farm in downtown 
Atlanta (yay slow food!) and coached little kid soccer teams.  This past summer David interned in the 
SEC Division of Enforcement in Washington, D.C., which he unsuccessfully petitioned to rename the 
Division of Enforcers. At Duke, David serves as a vice president for the Business Law Society.  When 
not reading about the law, David can be found watching EPL soccer games and continuing his lifelong 
quest to find the best brisket this side of the Mississippi.  Welcome to Duke Law! 
 

Aseda Ghartey-Tagoe, 2019 
 

Aseda grew up in Charlotte, NC. She attended Vanderbilt University where she 
majored in Medicine, Health, and Society with a concentration in Healthcare Policy 
and Economics (essentially Public Health) and received a minor in Corporate Strategy. 
Before tearfully graduating in 2016, Aseda started an education advocacy club and 
was involved in the tour guide program, student government, and Dance Marathon. 
After graduating, Aseda went straight through to law school. At Duke, Aseda is one of 

the co-presidents of the Business Law Society, is the Communications Director for DBA, and is involved 
with BLSA. Over the summer, Aseda worked as a Summer Associate in the Washington, D.C. office of 
Haynes and Boone. When she is not studying on the fourth floor of the library, Aseda can be found 
cheering on the Duke Blue Devils and Carolina Panthers, trying new restaurants, and making her 



friends go on walks with her. She is excited to meet the class of 2020 and hopes they enjoy their first 
year as much as she did! 
 

Gabrielle Goodrow, 2019 
 

Gabrielle was born and raised on the Jersey Shore, and is very thankful for Durham’s 
gorgeous weather after four years of undergrad in Rhode Island. Gabrielle went to 
Brown University, and graduated in 2016 with a degree in Public Health. While at 
Brown, Gabrielle worked with a housing policy nonprofit and at the New Jersey 
Department of Health Consumer, Environmental & Occupational Health Services Unit. 
At Duke, Gabrielle helps lead the Cancer Pro Bono Project and serves as President of 
OutLaw and Secretary of the Student Animal Legal Defense and Education Fund. She 

has her black belt in taekwondo, and once during finals period managed to (unintentionally) knock the 
punching bag in Card gym off of its chain. This summer, Gabrielle was a Leadership Council on Legal 
Diversity summer associate at Shearman & Sterling in NYC, working in both their litigation and M&A 
practice groups, as well as in-house at Bank of America. Gabrielle likes wings and porches, preferably 
all at once.  
 

Tyler Hood, 2019 
 

Tyler grew up in Cary, North Carolina and graduated from UNC Chapel Hill  with a 
double major in Global Studies and Spanish and a minor in Geography. After a year in 
Charlottesville, VA working for a forensic psychologist, Tyler moved to La Paz, Bolivia 
to work for International Justice Mission as part of a team prosecuting crimes of sexual 
violence against children. Though still a Tarheel through and through, Tyler has been 
very involved at Duke Law, particularly with the Public Interest Law Foundation and 

the Duke Law Innocence Project. During her 1L summer, Tyler interned with the Office of the Federal 
Public Defender in Charlottesville, VA. She also got married and honeymooned in Italy. Tyler likes 
going to the Durham Farmer's Market, hammocking in Eno River Park, and hosting dinner parties with 
friends. She is so excited to meet the class of 2020! 
 

Marnishia Jernigan, 2019 
 

Marnishia is a 2L, born and raised in Detroit, Michigan. She graduated from The Ohio 
State University in 2016 with a double major in Criminology and Political Science. 
During her undergraduate career, she interned with the Racial Democracy, Crime and 
Justice Network under Dr. Ruth Peterson. In addition to her work with the RDCJN, 
Marnishia was a monitor at the OSU Star House, a drop in center for Columbus’ 
homeless youth. She also interned with a municipal court judge in Franklin County and 

clerked at a small private legal practice. This summer, Marnishia worked at Greenberg Traurig in 
Atlanta. At Duke, Marnishia serves as the Chief of Staff of the Black Law Students Association and the 
Activism Chair for Duke Black Graduate and Professional Students Association. She has also been 
involved with the Duke Law Innocence Project and the Duke Law Cancer Pro Bono Project. Marnishia 
enjoys music, makeup, and daydreaming about having enough free time to raise a pup.  She also loves 
Blue Devil basketball and Buckeye football. Marnishia is excited to welcome the Class of 2020 and 
looks forward to meeting you!  
 

South Moore, 2019 
 

South is North Carolina born and bred, having grown up in a small town near the 
outer banks. He graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 
2015 with a degree in Political Science and Social & Economic Justice. Before coming 
to Duke Law, South worked for the President of the UNC System, writing speeches, 
analyzing the impact of proposed legislation on campus policies, and periodically 
removing lizards from the Chief of Staff’s office. After law school, he hopes to continue 



to work in higher education policy. At Duke, South is President of the Government and Public Service 
Society and Director of Public Policy for the Innocence Project. Outside of law school, he enjoys 
cheering for the Tar Heels, running, and seeking out dessert.  
 

Jessie Perlman, 2019 
 

Jessie grew up right outside of Chicago and graduated from Cornell University in 2013, 
where she majored in psychology. She worked as a corporate paralegal in Washington 
DC for two years before quitting her job and moving to Spain to teach English for a 
year before law school (she desperately misses tapas). This summer Jessie was a 
Summer Law Clerk at the Illinois Attorney General's office in Chicago. At Duke, Jessie 
is the VP of Finance for the Women Law Students Association, Communications Chair 
for the Jewish Law Students Association and involved in the Innocence Project. In her 

free time, you can find Jessie hanging with her 1L section (go Section 4!), brunching around Durham, 
or on the couch watching too much TV. Welcome to Duke Law Class of 2020! 
 

Molly Petrey, 2019 
 

Molly grew up in Decatur, Georgia, outside of Atlanta, and went to college up north. 
After graduating from Wellesley College with a degree in English and Spanish, Molly 
stayed in Boston for a year before coming back down south to Duke. In Boston, she 
worked days in commercial publishing and then as an office manager for a small post-
conviction defense firm, and worked nights as a waitress at an Irish pub. At Duke, 
Molly does pro bono work with the Duke Law Innocence Project on the 
Communications Team, and she's a part of the Mock Trial Board and the Moot Court 

Board. Molly also is involved with OutLaw and fosters cats with her roommates. She spent the summer 
at home in Atlanta with the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Northern District of GA, working in the major 
crimes section. Molly loves picnics (LEAD group picnic, anyone?), playing intramural soccer, 
dancing, and listening to music. She's so excited to welcome you to Duke! 
 

Jay Preston, 2019 
 

A native of Philadelphia, Jay went to the University of Pennsylvania, graduating in 
2013 with a degree in History. After college, he stayed in Philly and worked in 
marketing and product management at a financial services company before moving 
South for law school. Jay spent half of this past summer taking a class in Silicon 
Valley for the JD/LLM program in Law and Entrepreneurship, and the other half 
working for the Duke Angel Network in Durham.  At Duke, Jay is the Treasurer of the 

Law and Entrepreneurship Society and has gotten involved with the Cancer Pro Bono Project. In his 
free time, Jay enjoys watching Philly sports, going to Duke Basketball games, and exploring the best 
restaurants and hiking trails that the Triangle has to offer with his girlfriend, Allison, and his dog, 
Mayzie. Welcome to Duke Law, Class of 2020! 
 

Kavita Satiya, 2019 
 

Kavita is originally from Nashville, TN. She graduated from Auburn University (War 
Eagle!) with an accounting major and a political science minor. After undergrad, 
Kavita came straight to Duke Law. At Duke, Kavita is President of Professional 
Development for the South Asian Law Students Association. She spent this past 
summer working for the Securities and Exchange Commission’s Division of 
Enforcement in Washington, D.C. In her free time, Kavita loves going to concerts, 

shopping, traveling, and exploring different restaurants. She loved her 1L year and cannot wait to 
welcome the Class of 2020 to Duke Law!   
 
 



Mollie Thompson, 2019 
 

Mollie was born and raised in Keller, Texas with the exception of some time spent 
living in Tokyo, Japan, and Madrid, Spain. She graduated from Texas A&M University 
(whoop!) in 2016 with a degree in Supply Chain Management and a certificate in 
International Business. At Texas A&M, she was involved in Fish Camp, Business 
Honors, and the Business Law Guild. She also spent a semester studying abroad in 
Madrid and backpacked around Europe. Prior to law school, she took her backpacking 
to another continent and explored Southeast Asia with three of her closest friends. At 
Duke Law, Mollie is involved in the Innocence Project and PILF and enjoys travel, 

reading, shopping, watching every crime procedural (and superhero) show under the sun, and rooting 
for Aggie football. This summer, she worked at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Dallas and loved every 
second of it! Welcome to Durham, and welcome to Duke Law! 
 

Melanie Walker, 2019 
 

Melanie was born in  New York, but was raised in Kingston, Jamaica and moved back 
to the US when she was 16. She graduated from the University of Georgia with a dual-
degree in International Business and Finance with a minor in French and a Legal 
studies Certificate. During her time at UGA, she was very involved with her business 
fraternity, Delta Sigma Pi, and studied abroad in Montpellier, France.  Prior to law 
school she worked as a Marketing and Communications Analyst at Goldman Sachs. 

This summer, she worked with the Fulton County District Attorney’s office in the Public Integrity Unit. 
In addition to being a LEAD Fellow, Melanie is the President of the Black Graduate and Professional 
Students Association, the Director of Community Development of the Black Law Students Association 
and an Active Investigations team member for the Innocence Project. In her free time, Melanie enjoys 
working out, planning activities for her and her friends and exploring restaurants in Durham. She is 
very excited to welcome you to Duke and looks forward to meeting you! 
 

Emani Walks, 2019 
 

Emani grew up in Potomac, Maryland, a suburb of D.C. Emani graduated from the 
University of Maryland, College Park (go Terps!) with a Government and Politics 
degree. She decided she should leave (the amazing state of) Maryland for a few years 
and came straight to Duke after graduating from Maryland in 2016. Following her 1L 
year, Emani returned home to the D.C. area and worked at the US Attorney's Office for 
the District of Columbia in the Misdemeanors Unit. At Duke, Emani is involved in the 
Moot Court Board, the Mock Trial Board as the Interscholastic Coordinator, the Black 

Law Students  Association as the Director of Academic Advising, and serves as a 2L representative for 
the Duke Bar Association. In her free time, you can find Emani looking for the best biscuit in 
Durham, watching any and all D.C. sports teams, or baking cupcakes. Emani is so excited to welcome 
you all to Duke!  
 

Payton Wells, 2018 
 

Payton is a rising 3L at Duke Law School.  He grew up in the Desert Southwest -
Phoenix, Arizona.  He graduated from Arizona State University in 2012, majoring in 
History and minoring in Political Science.  After college, he worked for a software 
technology company based in Chicago, Illinois.  At Duke, Payton is a member of 
the Duke Law Journal, serving as a Staff Editor during his 2L year and now as a 
Research Editor for his 3L year.  For his 1L summer, Payton worked at a law firm in 
Northern Virginia.  He just finished his 2L summer at Hunton & Williams in their Dallas 

office, because there is no where better than Texas.  In his spare time, Payton likes brunching and 
spending time with his wiener dog Baxter.  Welcome to Duke!  
  



Katie Wong, 2019 
 

Katie was born in New York City and grew up in Port Jefferson, Long Island.  She 
graduated from Duke University in 2012 with a double major in English and Public 
Policy after having been a Duke basketball fan since childhood.  Believing that she 
would be a teacher for the rest of her life, she attended Columbia Teachers College to 
obtain a Master’s in English Education and taught for three years in New York City and 
Charlottesville, Virginia.  She fell in love with the law by accident and then decided to 
give this whole law school thing a try.  She loves law school, especially at Duke, 

surrounded by amazing colleagues and professors.  She was a member of the Duke Innocence Project 
Active Investigations Team and the Mock Trial Board, and will also serve as the Asian Law Students 
Association Campus and Community Engagement Director.  In her free time, she enjoys running, 
swimming, hiking, watching ungodly amounts of TV, and cheering for the Duke basketball team. This 
past summer, she worked at Brooks Pierce and Wyrick Robbins, two Raleigh law firms.  She is excited 
to welcome you all to Durham and Duke Law and help you fall in love with this great city. 
 
Alexandra Zegger, 2019 

Alex was born and raised in upstate New York, just outside of Albany. When in New 
York, Alex enjoys hiking in the Adirondack Mountains and visiting friends in the 
Finger Lakes. She later attended Villanova University, where she studied Political 
Science, Economics, and Spanish and had the opportunity to witness the Wildcats 
win the 2016 NCAA tournament as a senior. Immediately after finishing her 
undergraduate studies, Alex came to Duke Law. During her first year, she served as a 

1L class representative for the Women Law Students Association and participated in the Transactional 
Law Competition, placing second. When she isn’t holed up at Cocoa Cinnamon or on the first floor of 
the library, Alex can be found binge-watching TV shows (Season 7 of Game of Thrones is right around 
the corner!), trying new restaurants in Durham, and spending time outdoors. Alex is excited to return 
to Duke for her 2L year and to welcome the Class of 2020! 


